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Th th FCF Congress is taking place in circumstances unprecedented in France's political 


ing s defeat and the election of Francois Mitterrand to the presidency of 
the republic on 10 Mav 1981 and the left’s victory in the June parliamentary elections 

: ing rule. For the firs: time in one-third of a centurv, Comnunist 
ministers are taking art in the government. A new period in the nation’s life is beginning. 


he victory. The desire for change was the focal point of 
residential election with their candidate Georges 
itribution to the 10 Maw victorw and then to the 
at 


ional Assembly. 


The situation thus created is full of prospects but is complex and even contradictorv. 


The crisis is deep. The problems to be solved are vast. Capital's forces are determined 
to fight. ithout constant and conscious intervention by the people's forces there vill 
be no lasting progress. The serious electoral setback suffered by our party does not 
place it in the best position for contributing to that. At the same time, the reaction 

of rejecting Ciscard’s policy and the aspiration to overcome the crisis, the pledges made 
by the president of the republic, the role which our party plavs, and the clearsightedness 
of the millions of workers who place their trust in it constitute real trump cards for 
progress. 


In this situation the PCF, following the line laid down by its 22d and 23d congresses, has 
made an unambiguous choice: to take its full place in the new majority as it did in the 
victory; to use every opportunity to bring about the social, economic, and political 
changes necessary to start to steer the country out of the crisis and give it new impetus. 


The PCF, weighting its increased responsibilities, is resolutely aiming at increasing its 
influence. it is determined to use its 24th congress to clearly perceive the reasons 

for its setback in order to start off again on a better footing, to highlight the full 
scope and implications of the crucial strategic choices of its last two congresses, and 
to consider in greater depth the political practice by which they can be implemented. It 
is doing this, aware that it is working for the country itself and in the conviction that 
the people's forces need a great communist party to change their fate on a lasting basis, 
in other words to progress via democracy toward a French brand of socialien. 


I. The Lessons of the Recent Decades 


The fact that leftwing victory went hand in hand with a major electoral setback for our 
party poses a major political question which concerns not only the Communists but the 
whole people's movement. To understand such a paradox, as our initial analvses have 

showa, it is, of course, necessa’. to make a critical examination of our battle for the 
presidential election and, more .*vadly, of the way in which the party has waged its battle 
since the 23d consress. But clarifving this requires a return to basics, and an exan- 
inationof the overall trend of our history in recent decades, the changes inthe situation 
which have posed unprecedented questions for us and the way in which we have answered then, 


in order to learn the essential political lessons. 








l. A New Historical Age 

The main fact is trat, while honorably anc efficiently facing the difficult tasks i 
by life, we took time, far tw much time. in moving from strategic concepts which h 
themselves in the days of the popular front, the resistance and the liberation to the 
different concepts required by the far-reaching changes in the national and international 
facts of the revolutionary battle. 


Changine France 
Indeed, since the mid-fifties France has been chancinz. 


First there was political change, characterized bv the establishment of the Fifth Republic 
in 1958. Faced with acute internal and external problems, the French bie bourgeoisie no 
longer found the institutional system of the Fourth Republic to be an adequate means of 
domination. It used the political crisis stemminc from the Algerian war to break it. 


The 1958 Constitution reduced the powers of the assemblies to the benefit of a non-omnipotent 
executive -- in other words. the parliamentary system was in fact replaced with a presiden- 
tial system. In 1962 the decision to elect the president of the republic bv universal 
suffrage -- allowing only the two leading candidates in the ‘irst round to fight the second 
round -- not only accentuated the personalization of power. It was a powerful factor in 

the bipolarization of French political life -- an attempt eventually to introduce the 
Anglo-Saxon practice of an alternation which is no threat to capital bv pushing the 
revolutionary current to the fringes. We underestimated the serious threat which that new 
institutional mechanism posed to our party. 


By this highlw significant political change, the big bourgeoisie provided itself with the 
means it needed to more effectively guarantee both its domination and its profits. 


The rapid rise of state monopoly capitalism after 1958 was accompanied by a veritable 
upheaval in French society. Material production almost quadrupled in the space of a 
generation and, being modernized and concentrated, it was strongly socialized. The 
dissolution of the traditional forms of the petit bourgeoisie in the cities and rural 
districts went hand in hand with a huge increase in wage-earning, which is now the condition 
of more than four-fifths of the working population. “Millions of men, women and young people 
thus began to share, in varying degrees, the workers’ experience of capitalist exploitation, 
action in support of claims and even trade union organizatior. 


This development was closely connected with others: rural exodus and frantic urbanization 

at the expense of the workers, extension of education and anew segregating role in education, 
growth of sciences, technological changes and new forms of exploitation in the enterprise, 
high expansion of categories of workers like the semiskilled workers, technicians, white 
collar workers, influx of immigrant workers and massive influx of women into wage-earning 
activities. The scope and rapidity of those changes, the chain reactions thev sparked off 
throughout national life disrupted the social balance, upset behavior and thinking, and that 
was accentuated by the expansion of new means of communication. In sharp contrast with 

the logic of profit and of intermonopoly competition, the growing possibilities for economic 
efficiency, improved living standards for the underprivileged and personal development vere 
reflected in new aspirations for a new quality of work, and life, for justice, dignity and 
solidarity. 


Faced with the growth in discontent and struggles, big capital gave an increasingly 
authoritarian twist to its state intervention in all spheres, while the demand for parti- 
Cipation, responsibility and real democracy was growing. 


Seriously affected by the loss of its colonial empire, forced to redeploy in search of other 
spheres of influence and profit within the framework of a reallocation of imperialist tasks, 
big capital pushed for European and Atlantic intepration after De Caulle’s departure. But 
that destructive redeployment highlighted the now glaring contradiction between the nation's 
interest and that of the multinationals and increased the relevance of the ideas of democratic 
nationalization and cooperation in the mutual interest of peoples. 








Thus, by trving to reshape France according to its class interests, the big bourgeoisie 
destablized the whele of society. I: accentuated the radical contradiction between the 
new production forces and the old social relationships. And it exranded the circle of 
forces capable of liberating themselves from it. That is the source of the general crisis 
which we entered in the early seventies: In our country capitalism is reaching its histor- 
ical limits. It is less and less able to control a social development fundamentally 
character zed by the challenges of the scientific and technical revolution, the needs for 


social justice and human emancipation, and the aspirations for progress and peace in the 
world. Today the omnipotence of the profit law means increasing waste, the sacrificing 
of live labor, the abandonment of industrial, agricultural, and intellectua] potential. 
The deterioration of the environment, increased authoritarianism, public demoralization, 
regional asphyxia and national abasement. Preserving it proves incompatible with the 
country’s harmonious development. 
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All the changes which have taxen place over the past few decades can be summed up by this 
major fact: Capitalism’s davs are over; socialism is the order of the dav. 


The fifth Republic was only 10 vears old when the events of Mav and June 1968 suddenly 
revealed what was beginning to develop in the depths of French society. These events were 
the first great confrontation between the mass of workers and the power of the monopolies 
and they demonstrated, rather confusedly, the nascent power of the people's movement, 
which aspires to liberate social relations and personal life, urzes a reconciliation 
between intellectual and physical work and self-management, and calls into question the 
whole old order. They made it possible to glimpse that socialism was the only answer to 
the nation’s problems — a socialism which had to be in tune with our times in all respects, 
a French brand of socialism. Thus the country’s entry into a new historical period posed 
completely unprecedented questions for our party, ordering it to give our people a polit- 
ical outlook in keeping with those changes and aspirations. 


A Changing World 


The need to renew our strategic thinking was stronger because France was not the only 
country which was changing. Its changes took placeinthe context of those which affected 
the world from the late fifties. The retreat of the cold war and the first signs of 
peaceful coexistence which characterize those vears bore witness to the turning point in 
the balance of class forces at international level. The extensions and growing influence 
of socialism, the collapse of the colonial system, the struggles for a better ‘ife and for 
democracy in the capitalist countries, the rise of liberation movements, like the Women's 
Liberation Movement and the Young People's Liberation Movement for a Different Life, were 
all dimensions of the changes which were coming about. 


For the first time in the history of this century, it is not world war which has given 
birth to major changes. The change in the balance of forces has prevented imperialism from 
seeking a remedy to its contradictions and its weakening in a general conflict. It has 
placed the preser-*tion of peace within the scope of peoples’ action. Its confirmation 
through constant tension and even partial setbacks has opened up new prospects for revolu- 
tionary struggle. While foreign or civil war had hitherto characterized the birth of all 
the socialist countries, a peaceful transition to socialism now seems a real possibility 

in some countries. That is true of France. Those changes made it even more necessary than 
even to adopt an original approach to the ways and means of socialist revolution. 


The 20th CPSU Congress and the Diversity of National Paths to Socialism 
The 20th CPSU Congress raised that question back in 1956. 


By condemning Stalin's “personality cult,” by revealing the mistakes and crimes committed 

in his days, beyond the immense shock produced among the communists and public opinion, it 
made it necessary to critically reexamine our party's activity and the real state of affairs 
in the socialist countries. Even more directly, by drawing from the analysis of the 
international situation conclusions favorable to peaceful coexistence and by taking up, in 
that context, Lenin's idea that all peoples will attain socialism but each in original 
forms, it revived thinking throughout the communist movement on the diversity of national 
paths to soctalism. 











That question had not remained foreign to our partv. Maurice Thorez’ interview in 

THE TIMES in 196, in particular, put forward the idea that the French people could 
envisage other paths for the march toward socialism than that followed bw the Russian 
Communists. But that indication did no more than recall a principle. The cold war, the 


situation at that time in the international communist movement, the state of our 
theoretical and political thinking made it impossible to take it further. 


In a radically changing situation the 20th CPSU Congress helped lend great relevance to 
that thinking on national paths to socialis=. During the aonths and vears which followed, 
the persistence of faults in the socialist countries, which it had begun to analyze in a 
critical way, the problems stemming from their development and the growing diversity of 
solutions and experiments st a time when the problem of the political outlook was being 
forcefully raised in France confirmed that it was vital to approach this crucial question 
in a new way. It was necessary to go beyond the dogmatic view of a model of socialisn 
built elsewhere which we would simply have to transpose, and to define in practical terms 
original paths to an original kind of socialism ina country like ours and in the conditions 
eft our time. 


An Unprecedented Strategic Stake 
Thus our party was faced with a strategic qustion of unprecedented significance. 


Each Communist must be fully aware of it: For the first time in France scclaliss is 
‘the order of the day, not as a distant and hence abstract prospect but as the practical 
answer required by our society's pressing problems. 


It really is an unprecedented question because it concerns a peaceful transition to socialiss 
by one of the most developed capitalist countries with national characteristics and in 
international conditions totally different from those experienced by the countries which 

have hitherto made the transition to socialisa. 


Solving that problem was particularly urgent — it is easier to assess that today — since 
the political system introduced in 1958 and the election of the president of the republic 
by universal suffrage now posed the question of power at the highest level in profoundly 
different terms. To maintain and more especially to increase its place in national life, 
to be credible as a candidate for the supreme responsibilities, our party had to offer 

an overall political outlook which was fully convincing and adapted to the situation in 
France, enabling it to rally support and lead the struggles for the revolutionary trans- 
formation of society. 





What was to be decisive for our party in the past few decades was its ability to create 
a French path to a French brand of socialisn. 


2. The Party's Answers 
What were the party's answers throughout that essential period to a question of such scope? 


A Combative and Constructive Role 


At the time when that question was beginning to be posed in an acute way, the party 

had to face dramatic political situations: the Algerian war, the coup of 13 May 1958 
and the introduction of personal power. It defended the interests of the workers and of 
France, struggled to safeguard democratic freedoms and shouldered its international 
responsibilities toward peoples struggling for their independence -- and it did so by 
waging particularly intensive battles in the service of those just causes. 


In 1958 it was the only party to oppose the accession of the new government — an opposition 
for which it paid with a major electoral setback. Without allowing itself to be overwhelmed 
by the difficulties, it immediately assumed the task of rallying the necessary forces to 

the people's movement to launch an offensive, win back positions and obtain democratic 
changes. It was in keeping with that fundamental line that it set itself the goal of 
leftwing union behind a joint government program and, without sparing any effort, finally 
made possible the conclusion of such an agreement in 1972. It then constantly acted 

to make the foint program a success. 





3 | Ss. 20us to re é ne [ter thé tTHer als. the "st — = the t to change. 
e t .@ntracd eeitctee meetinae in Ivr 2 ‘aurice Thorez unamoiegucus re °ectec 
che i the single party svstez as srecondition fo- the move tc socialise and 
? ing 24.4352 st tue 17ch coTaTess asideckx 3 et strengthened the link betwee 
the st rugele r deme anc the st ruggie yr socialise. In 1966 the Argenteuil Central 
—scittee meeting ceve) ~ more general innovating approa tc ideclogical] ané cultura] 
~vestions X Othe same time the Choisy stucv meeting on state monopelw capitalis 
Tene. t he rxist analvsis of the develonoment of capitalism and of French societv. 
wa the events ; and Ju 97085. that strategic acvance was accentuatec in the 
mpi Manifest December 1965 , then, after an initial diagnosis of the crisis as 
viv a 971, toon gs ei rees Marchais’ book “Democratic Challene (De fi 
— * >‘) 2..¢ . ~”* ** 7% — in 97 °* an ~A — — 4 
ot 4 2 4 * 220806 Tess im . " -- extentcec 2 enrichec 
[™\c Wore ‘ the 2 ress — Wnics ofF£ar ft define the full s« pe f the prospect 
rT. rac iaiism anc the correspencing democratic path. 
Throug ¢ ioc, therefore, our party made a combative and constructive contribution 
to ¢ s [oF Social progress ané freecom and to the cause of national independence 
and int lism. It developed new ideas and, above all thet, it developed change. 
. * that it plaved its full part in the left’s victory in Mav and June 1981, it 
fez ¢ fuse 6 months campaignine to defeat Ciscard d’Estaing but more than 20 vears 
f efforts to promote a different policy which ‘ustifw that assertion. 


Nonetheless, when we look back over this last 25 vears we must admit that our party delayed 
too much in starting tc explore the paths to socialism and the very forms of socialisn 
suitec to present-day France. It took us around 20 vears to give this decisive question 

a comprehensive and appropriate answer in 1976 — an answer which we lacked after 1958 
1968, a lack which was damaging. 


— 
t 


f course, this “1956 lag” highlighted by the 23d congress does nt mean that history 
passed us by. Those vears were certainly not wasted vears, but what should hold our full 
tention today is the obstacle they posed for the future. We paszea through the changes 


> 

>» 

f the sixties and seventies with a real concern for understanding but without succeeding 
> — 
>» 


in obtaining an in-depth erasp of them. Even our most notable advances, which were for a 
long time imprisoned by a generally old-fashioned view, remained partly ineffectual 
because thev were not integrated into the coherent strategy which gives ther ti.ir full 


rye 


course, it was an immense task and we were spared no difficulty. Nonetheless, at the 
time when new forces were beginning to move confusediv toward a different choice of 
society we failed to savy early and clearly enough: France needs socialism and this is 
the kind of original socialism we are proposing. This is the root of our strategic 
historical lag. 


Our whole approach was affected by that, and particularly our policy of union. i the 
stakes of the class struggle were being radically changed, that brought an equal: cica] 
change not in the permanent urgent need for union, of course, but in the content hould 
be given, the form in which it should be brought about. 


In order to open up prospects after 1958, our party, reactivating the traditi« forr 
union for waich the popular front wae etill the prestigious model, took as its ©» 'ective 
the conclusion of a fundamental and comprehensive political agreement with ¢! : 


development, the changes in French society and then the development of .* isis ca 
for fundamental changes. Moreover, it was because we realized this that we successful 
made every effort to give that agreement a really transforming content. 


To do that was to misunderstand the fundamental difference between the »°'i . The world’s 
1 J 
] 








int progras was concluded on that basis in 1972, the illusion arose that 
tion of the nature of the necessary changes had been sectled in advance, 
that the task of rallying the people's forces round high-level solutions had been solved 
anc that the PS itself had been won over to such objectives. 


Whatever efforts we sight have made, that ran counter to our battle to mske the mzsses 

fully aware of the nature and scope of the changes to be made and the extent of the struggles 
to impose them. And that mace people underestimate the importance of the workers’ action -- 
which was even more important since progress toward socialise presupposes their participaticn 
at all levels of responsibility. In short, the preferential search for and then conclusion 
of an agreement at the top, ahead of the real state of the people’s movement, created 
illusions which paralyzed its initiative. 


At the same time, precisely because it had a transforming c. «nt, the joint prvgram 
blotted out the difference between the two parties and sowed i. .. ons about the PS. 

In a context in which everything encouraged the bipolarization of ‘*tical life to our 
getriment, that encouraged people to vote Socialist, which even Comm. voters identified 
with a “useful” vote. And it also led to similar actions bv the worker r he new 
Wage-earning strata, who were attracted to the left by the joint program - m we found 
it difficult to win over to our ideas because of our delay in defining the ¢ pect of 
democratic and self-managing socialiss. 


They were prompted to do that in particular because, in face of the arduous problem which 
the presidential election mechanism posed for us, v- twice thought we could overcome the 
difficulty by abandoning the idea of putting forward a Communist candidate: In 1965 in 
order to encourage agreement with the PS and then -- after its rejecton of our proposal 

for a joint candidate in 1969 -- in 1974 because there was an agreement. Thus we ourselves 
gave credence to the idea that our party should abandon its own role to make victory 
possible, that the path to change depended on its effacement in favor of a dominant PS. 


The joint program undcuttedly had positive aspects. It bears witness to our constant 
efforts tc achieve wnicn. It popularized some great objectives of social change and led 
the PS to take account of them, although within the framework of its own strategy. That 
is now still one of the points of support for our struggles. But, given the nature of 
the problem, it had negative effects, as the 23d congress demonstrated. It crystallized 
the aspiration to change but hindered awareness of its content and its conditions. It 
favored progress >y the left but at our expense. 


The other political forces benefited greatly from that situation. The big bourgeoisie, 
which was aware of what was at stake, aimed principally at weakening us by every possible 
means while sparing the PS in order more effectively to achieve consensus on its policy. 
The PS, which was forced to learn from its collapse in the late sixties, finally accepted 
our proposal of a joint program with the avowed objective of taking millions of votes 
from our party in order to create a balance of forces favorable to its own plans. 


In the final analysis it is all that which makes it possible to understand the complex 
deve opment of our electoral influence: a considerable improvement after 1958, without 
howe t regaining the 1956 level, a continual erosion after 1973 and, in the most difficult 
elec » for us, a serious setback in 1961. 


Thus, “ite the aptness of our concerns and the vigor of our efforts, despite our 
aweretc' from 1972 on, of the problems involved in the conclusion of the joint program 
and our atlempts to solve them after 1972, the form of union in which our action was 
enclosed -: duced difficulties which could not be overcome. 

From 1977 : él 


The weakness ‘ the people's reaction to the abandonment of the joint program by the PS 
and the diffi .ulty of making many workers see its significance fully highlighted the 
extent of the illusions created by that form of union, and the masses’ inadequate control 
of change. 


The joint program, which was concluded for 5 years -- the length of a parliamentary term -- 
in 1972, had to be updated in 1977. 
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of setiskilled workers, the suppression of casual work and temporary esplorvment agencies, 


the renewal of the nditions and content of labor and of initial and permanent training, 
a substantial reduction in the lengt’ f work time, the lowering of the age giving the 
right to retire, an increase in leisure time and the developmen f opportunities for 
access to knowledge and culture, for better leisure and for the forgin f new social 
relations. 

Full emplowment is inseparable from the growth of consumption by the people. Low wages 
must be increased substantially, productive work and skilled labor sust be revalwed, social 


benefits must >be increased and extended, social security sust be democratized and made into 
a modern instrument for progress and solidarity, and the public and social services sust be 
modernized and developed. Major tasks cannot wait any longer: free health care and the 
modernization and humanization of hospitals; free education, open to life, the concern of 
veryone, renewing secularity and declaring war on school segregation and frustration; the 
countryside repopulated and the cities accessible to the people’s masses; confortable housing 
within the working people’s reach; the promotion cf collective transport facilities; the 
gaining of modern rights to continuous training, inforsstion, sports, leisure and culture. 


Putting an end to poverty, reducing inequalities and building a more just society is a moral 
demand. It is also an imperative of growth. The poverty of a substantial part of the 
population, by limiting the domestic market, robs economic activity of an essential stimulus, 
Wnile the stratum of the privileged squanders tremendous ~ational wealth. So it is necessary 
to reduce inequalities of income and fortune. It is necessary to attack profiteers, launch 
maior reforms of fiecal justice and combet parasitical activities. It is necessary to reduce 
the hierarchy of wages by increasing tveir purchasing power from the bottom wp. It is 
necessary to put an end to segregation in access to employment and in responsibilities in 


the public and private sectors. 
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At the same time France must play an appropriate part in the struggle against the 
scourges of another age which are still the lot of more than a billion people in the 
world; hunger, slavery, underdevelopment, illiteracy. It must favor the development of 
its relations with developing countries, combat neocolonialist plundering and all forms 
of imperialist domination and make proposals and seize every opportunity to promote 
progress in the direction of a new world economic and political order. It must 

assert active solidarity with peoples fighting for their freedom and rights. 


All in all it is a question of implementing an innovative, generous foreign policy. 
By changing the course of its own development France can contribute to the imposition 
of a new course in world evolution. 


The sum of these political choices constitutes our party's general program. The plan 
of struggle defended by Georges Marchais in the presidential election campaign provided 
a precise, coherent approach. If the proposals it contains may seem too bold to many 
French people, they are nonetheless necessary if the country is to be led out of the 
crisis. 


The transformations which mu't be implemented are in no way an abstract program. Their 
formulation is not rigid, it is enriched by life. They are not located on the horizon 
of a distant time, or even at the limits of intermediate stages. The need for them 
results from the current realities of the crisis. The possibility of implementing them 
depends on the progress of the people's movement. 


At the same time there are fundamental transformations. Each of them is inevitably the 
stake in a class struggle where the interests of big capital confront the irreconcilable 
interests of the working class and all working people. That is why they constitute 

a call for the struggle and for union for democratic, sel f-managing socialisn. 


2. The Path of the Democratic Advance 


The path leading to such a society must necessarily be democratic and sel f-managing 
itself. Our choice is clear: France's march to socialism will be, at every step, a 
democratic progress. 


Our last two congresses specified the essential aspects of this democratic path. It 
is indissolubly a path of the rallving of the people and of union, a path of the struggle 
and the autonomous role of our party. 


The Path of a Majority Rallying of the People 


It is up to our people to decide on the transformations thev want, on their breadth 

and rhythm. So no democratic advance is possible unless a majority rallving of the 
people is formed and develops, expressing itself inuniversal suffrage and ensuring that 
the verdict of that suffrage is respected. 


This rally cannot confine itself it supporting the necessary changes. It must play an 
active part in them. Since it is, in effect, a question of transforming society in the 
direction of increasingly profound democracy, the participation of working people, 
taking matters in hand themselves, and the sharpening of their revolutionary conscience 
are essential conditions of success. This is the conclusion we haw drawn from the 
experience of the joint program. Democratic, self-managing socialism cannot be granted 
or programmed from above. It requires efforts to build, inthe struggle, the conditions 
tor the march toward socialism, the only timetable being that determined by the 

masses’ needs, their level of consciousness and the development of the correlation of 
forces. 


‘ruggle in all spheres, in order to develop realities and consciousness; a union which is 
“tem because it is built among all interested people around gcals which they themselves 
\ave set; a union which is able to express itself, whem the time comes, in agreements 

‘cween political formations which come out in favor of these goals: these are inseparable 

venues in the democratic advance and irrevocable choices for us. 
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Our last congress was persistently presented as an abandonmenc of our policy of union. The 
exact opposite is true, and our participation in the new majority is a scathing rebuff 

for those who denied it. It is precisely in order to enable the union to surmount the 
obsiacles on which it had foundered and to start again on clear, lasting foundations that, 
learning the lessons of experience, we hive defined a new concept of union. 


The Communist Party and the Socialist Party are two different parties. They intend to 
remain so. 


Union with the PS as it is -- profoundly different from our party in terms of its history, 
social composition, ideology, organization, international ties, strategy -- therefore 
sets a complex problem for a revolutionary party like ours. 


The 23d congress cast light on the conditions for resolving this problem: The development 
of a rallving of the people at a high level in the struggle, autonomous activity by 

each party and cooperation between them on the basis of agreements which correspond to 
the current state of the movement instead of anticipating it, which conceal none of 

the differences between the partners behind what unites them and which promote action 
rather than retarding it. 


We are convin-ed that this concept and this practice of union will make it possible 
to push the union as far as is necessary -- to socialism, which we firmly intend to 
build in France in cooperation between parties which come out in support of this goal, 
in political pluralisn. 


The Path of rhe Struggle 


Progress along this path makes a twofold demand: for our party's independent activity 
and for the struggle. 


There can be no advance toward socialism without the Communist Party -- the revolutionary 
party of struggle and of government -- permanently playing its irreplaceable role. A 
party of the working class, it is the political organization which the working people 
need to defend their interests and realize their aspirations. A revolutionary party, 

it emphasizes in all circumstances the demands of the class struggle and its overall 
prospects. A party struggle, it acts in all spheres to change things and clarify ideas. 
A government party, it makes an origianl, responsible contribution to the development 
and implementation of a new policy. It is at all times necessary to strengthen its 
capacity for initiative, its organization and its influence. 


After all, the democratic path to socialism is always a path of struggle: the mass 
struggle for concrete goals, promoting all possible progress, the struggle of ideas on the 
content of the necessary changes; the electoral struggle, giving democratic expression 

to the people's will. 


All progress must result from a retreat imposed on capital, and any progress forns 

a bridgehead for the imposition of new retreats. Only a series of persistent struggles 

will make it possible to win increasingly profound democratic gains, to raise the level 

of consciousness of the rallying of the people, to overcome the contradictions and con- 

quer the illusions inherent in the desire for change, to create the conditions for 

extensive, lasting rapprochement between Communists and Socialists and to win over new 
forces to act to transform society. This alone will make it possibile to change the cor- 
relaticn of social and political forces in such away as to make decisive transformations possible. 


B. AChoice Based on Reality 


There is nothing arbitrary or voluntarist about this choice for France. If it is well 
suited to the specific problems of French society, this is because its elaboration is the 
result of in-depth thought, illuminated by the lessons of practice, about the realities 
of the nation, the realities of the crisis and the realities of the modern world. 


It is important to consider in full the reasons for it as well as its effects. The delay 
in elaborating it is not entirely in the past: In some respects it still characterizes 
our political practice. The effort to reveal clearly the basis of this historical choice 
is therefore an urgent, lasting necessity for all Communists. 




















1. Socialism and French Reality 


It is first and foremost in the realities of the nation that our party seeks a response 
suited to the problems posed by its struggle for the socialist transformation of society. 


For French Communists, this national aspect of their march and their struggle is of long 
standing. Since the thirties, it has inspired many of our party's important initiatives. 
This is what has made it an organic part of the French personality. 


In any case, taking full account of the national traditions and conditions of each 
people is entirely in the spirit of scientific socialism, as opposed to any abstract 
view of things. But it must be recognized that for a considrable period we lost sight 
of this fundamental idea of Marxism, formulated by Marx and Engels: "For us, communism 
is neither a STATE which must be created nor an IDEAL by which reality must be ruled. 
What we call communism is the REAL movement which abolishes the current state." 
[capitalized words italicized] This living, concrete view of history was contradicted 
by the idea of a unique model of socialism, which prevailed for a long time. 


The 22nd congress freed us from this. Each country’s transition toward socialism and 
the socialism which it builds, though they necessarily obey general laws drawn from 
experience -- laws which are in any case relative in historical terms -- do not 
follow an all-purpose pattern, merely embellishing it with national peculiarities. 
They are always peculiar in their very nature. 


We regard the march toward socialism and socialism itself in our country as a concrete 
response to the country's concrete needs, as the continuous development of the French 
nation along its own path, with its specific fundamental features, which cannot be 
reduced to those of other countries, still less to any model. 


Specific French Features 


The national reality of France today is that of a major, advanced capitalist country. 
But what we must see behind this characterization in general terms is the particular 
face which it overlays, shaped by a particularly rich and varied history. 


France is the country where the age-old struggle for freedom has taken further than 
elsewhere the universal affirmation of human rights and citizens’ rights, the demand for 
secularity, pluralism and personal independence. Through innumerable struggles for 
freedom of conscience and expression, which intellectuals have caused to reverberate 
throughout the country and the world, great popular and human causes have triumphed. 
Through intense class struggles, institutions of a democratic nature have taken root, 

as well as a real politicization of the masses, which the big bourgeoisie tries to 
reduce by kindling reactions tending to reject politics. The development of the 

workers movement increased the stake in the struggle for freedoms. The field was 
enriched by struggles for trade union rights, social rights, the right to vote for women 
and young people. Spurred on by the gains of 1936 and 1945, the movement for freedoms 





for associations has become widespread since 1968. Thus depite the basic limitations which 


it encounters under capitalism, the desire to live in freedom has exceptional breadth 
and diversity in France. 


France is also a very complex tangle of types of property. The role of a large, diversified 


rural and urban petite bourgeoisie was considerable until recent decades. Many working 
people combine access to paid work with the maintenance of activity of the land. Owner- 
ship of personal housing is developing widely. Crafts and small enterprises occupy an 
extensive place,constantly undergoing renewal. The worker and peasant movement has 

also paved the way for the development of cooperative and mutualist forms. These complex 
realities influence mentalities, particularly those of the new paid workers. The defense 
of the interests involved cannot help but entail some opposition to class struggles 

aimed at reducing social inequalities -- struggles which respect these forms of property 


insofar as they add to individual freedom and the vitality of the economic and social fabric. 








Monopoly ownership of the major means of production and exchange, while slower to 
develop than in other capitalist countries, has established itself powerfully. But the 
advances of the popular front and the liberation gave rise to an important public sector 
of remarkable dynamism, and this counts for much in the popularity of the watchword of 
nationalization. 


Despite the communal prerogatives which have their roots in the distant past, France is 
still an exceptionally centralized, ramified state power, and this is a powerful factor 
for national cohesion, but also a privileged tool for all shades of reaction in a 
coumtry characterized by absolutism, Bonapartism, the bourgeoisie’s Versailles tradi- 
tions [reference to support for Versailles Assembly opposed to Varis Commune in 1871] 
and, more recently, presidentialism. At the same time the republic is the fruit of 
great struggles in which the people's masses have participated energetically. The 
tradition of Jacobin origin which regards centralism as a democratic weapon against 
retrograde particularisms and the long history of a parliamentary system where it has 
been possible -- thanks to the ballot paper -- to bring about much progress from above 
without ever calling the capitalist system itself into question again have consolidated 
the habit of delegation of power. This is a considerable asset for a big bourgeoisie 
which has much experience in the art of maintaining its hegemony in all circumstances. 


But France is also a workers movement which is marked by these realities and these 
struggles and which has made its own profound mark on them in turn. Anarchosyndicalisn, 
social Christianity and above all the socialism of Guesde, Lagargue and Jaures have 
become components or points of reference in the people's consciousness. The influence 
won by the CCT has enabled the concept of class trade unionism to gain the upper hand 
among working people, at the cost of constantly renewed efforts. Our party, its roots 
among the masses for several generations, has forged a revolutionary current which 

plays a major — though bitterly disputed -- role in the country’s life. The result is 
a disposition of forces which is reflected today in a highly individual political 
situation. 


All these features go to make up a French character which is both historically 
determined and constantly evolving. This is what makes France a very different case 
from the FRG or Britain, and even more from the United States or Japan. This is what 
gives the crisis in French society a dimension which is above all national. 


France today is a coherent whole made up of individual assets accumulated over a long 
history: highly diverse industrial and agricultural resources, a productive machinery 
which is highly -- though unevenly -- developed, highly skilled and experienced working 
people, remarkable technological breakthroughs, scientific activity and artistic life of 
world stature, social achievements which are among the most advanced, and international 
influence of the highest order. 


But it is also the sum of contradictions and confusions developed on the basis of a 
crisis which has exacerbated disparities, shaken national cohesion and launched a 
decline which is worrying without being irreversible: a high living standard, but huge 
social and regional inequalities; a strong economic and cultural potential, but with 
whole sections of it eroded; high productivity, but working people who are subject to 
downgrading and worn out by exploitation, while the effectiveness of investments is 
compromised by the methods and orientations of big capital; a civilization with deep 
roots but a social fabric which is coming apart, the Americanization of consumption and 
of culture; considerable international potential which is, however, curbed by European 
and Atlantic integration. 


It is on the basis of this concrete reality that we have given our strategy its 
national foundations. 


fhe French Brand of Socialism 


So the prospects for socialism in France cannot be defined merely by superimposing variants 
on an all-purpose model. Specific solutions must be elaborated which accord with a society 
determined by concrete reality. That is what our 22d congress did in relation to the key 
questions of the advance to socialism, such as the socialization of che major means of 
production and exchange, the establishment of the political power of the working people and 
the democratic transformation of social relations. 
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we considered the question of ownership, defining a form of socialism which has nothing 
to do with “collectivism.” In order to break the dominance of big capital and find a 
way out of the crisis, it is necessary to carry out effective, democratic nationaliza- 
tions in relation to the whole of the banking and finance sector and major capitalist 
groups in industry, trade and the services. But this has nothing to do with the desire 
to hold everything in common. Alongside public omership, social owmership — 
cooperative, municipal, departmental and regional social ownership -- there will also 
be an organic place for private ownership in socialism in the French style: personal 
ownership of consumer goods and durables, of course; and also small-scale individual 
and family owmership -- peasant, craft, commercial and industrial, which will find in 
socialism the support needed to overcome its current difficulties and find new 
prosperity. 

Equally, on the question of the state, the 22d congress marked a turning point in our 
thinking by rejecting for France, alongside the dictatorship of the proletariat, any 
idea of centralized state control. Extending Marx's thought on the Paris Commune: The 
great revolutionary task is “the regaining of state power by society, for which it 
becomes a living force instead of the force which dominates and subjugates it." It is 
necessary to reverse the relationship between working people and the state, which must 
become not only the representative power, but also the instrument of democratic life 
for the masses themselves, participating at all levels, finally enabling the working 
ciass to exercise a leading political role to the full and to take over responsibility 
at all levels. This is the aim of all the proposals on boldly democratizing institu- 
tions and advancing toward self-management. 


This is also true of freedom. The 22d congress defined the socialism we want as a new 
era of freedoms -- of all the freedoms except that of exploiting other people's labor: 
fundamental individual and collective freedoms, which must be deepened, and new 
freedoms which must be won: freedoms within the enterprise, in the city, in the state, 
in all spheres of life: freedoms in information, education, creation and culture, where 
pluralism must be the rule. 


Since that time we have constantly developed our consideration of the French character. 
It was from this viewpoint, for instance, that we deepened the analysis of the 
primarily national nature of the crisis and advanced the demand for the production of 
French goods and for investment in France as a priority. As supporters of a new growth 
we have revealed the need to restore national cohesion in our economic activities, our 
skills, our technological and scientific advances, our efforts in the sphere of social 
justice and education, our regions and our exchanges, our culture and our language -- 
with the aim of promoting a new logic of the flourishing of individuals within the 
flourishing of the nation. Advocating the struggle against all forms of oppression, 
we created the committee for the defense of human freedoms and rights in France and 
throughout the world. 


It was in the same spirit that we approached the question of France's place in the 
international environment. We have reasserted that we intend to preserve France's 
independence in all circumstances and guarantee its people the freedom to choose their 
destiny while respecting alliances. This also determines the French path to socialism -- 
the only path enabling the country, while maintaining good international relations, 
to implement the necessary transformations intact. Concerned for France's security and 
its defense needs, in 1977 we defined a policy which, while drawing on the democratic 
tradition of an army in the service of the people and the nation, took account of the 
role of the French strike force. Aware of France's international responsibilities, we 
adopted a stance in favor of a working people's Europe and set the example of the 
initiative for a new international order. 


The fertility of this path ‘!s as inexhaustible as the French character itself. It 
should permeate our attitude in all spheres and at all levels of reality. In general it 
is a question of implementing a constantly living political style in the content and 
Zorm of our initiatives, our proposals and our interventions in the battle of ideas. 
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Thus socialism will develop in the French style. In return, France will develop in 
socialism. Only socialism, indeed, by giving our people full control of their means of 
working, living and deciding, will free the national character from its present fetters 
and distortions. 


In 1936, at the Villeurbanne Congress, in the face of the rising tide of fascist perils 
and the abandonment of national interests by the big bourgeoisie, our party called on the 
working people to “reconquer France." Today we continue this path by calling on them, 
in face of the threat of France's decline created in new conditions by the same class 
interests, to revive France in socialisn. 


2. The Democratic Path and the Realities of the Crisis 


It is also on the basis of the realities of the crisis affecting French society that we 
define our fundamental choices. 


Our party was the first to see and to say, more than 10 years ago, that France was entvi- 
ing a profound, all-embracing, lasting crisis. The crisis is because the capitalist 
structures, the profit incentive, the type of growth which has prevailed are completely 
unsuited to the needs and challenges of our era -- an era marked by the upsurge in science 
and technology and the will for liberation on the part of men and peoples. Too much accum- 
ulation of private capital, too much exploitation of the working people, too much pressure 
and too many levies on other peoples caused the crisis. 


Since then everything has confirmed that this analysis went to the heart of the matter 
and that there is no way out without calling into question the domination of capital, 
without profound democratic transformations in the direction of socialisn. 


But the fact that socialism is the objective response to the problems posed is not enough 
in itself to ensure that the people's movement is oriented in the direction of socialism. 


The Contradictory Nature of the Crisis 
For the crisis is a fundamentally contradictory reality. 


It is the sign of unprecendented opportunities and the crucible for new aspirations, but 
at the same time it is the proliferation of confusion of all kinds, the accumulation of 
the worst difficulties, which absorb millions of men and women in the day-to-day effort 
to attend to the most urgent things, place millions more in the condition of recipients 
of assistance and therefore tend to narrow horizons, discourage action and cause people 
in general to fall back on their own resources or indulge in illusory escapism. 


The crisis is hunger for change, but also fear of change: fear of losing your job, your 
property, your rights, your freedom; fear of economic chaos, moral disorder, political 
adventure; fear of war; fear that the future may be even worse than the present -- all 
the fears of the year 2000, which are today the most terrible destroyers of hope. 


The crisis is general, but unequal. It builds up disparities everywhere at the same 

time as solidarities. It hides the fundamental antagonism between working people and 

big capital -- which remains, for many, a distant, abstract reality -- behind countless 
oppositions which are fallacious, but palpable and banal: between the person who signs 
on at the ANPE and the person who has work; between the temporary worker, the probationer, 
the auxiliary, and the person with a stable job and statutory guarantees; between the 
semiskilled worker and the technician, the engineer, the cadre; between the person with 
training and culture and the person who lacks these things; between the inhabitants of 
one region and another, the immigrant and the French person, the young person and the 
adult, the woman and the man. 


The crisis is the acute form of the conflict between the new things which are emerging 
and the old things which fiercely begrudge them room. 


So any unilateral, mechanistic view of the evolution of the crisis must be eliminated. 
Nothing would be more futile than to expect charge and socialism to emerge from some 
liberating catastrophe, from a spontaneous, ineluctable collapse of the capitalist system. 
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The Political Dimension of the Crisis 


It is therefore necessary to take the measure of the political dimension of the crisis. 
While placing socialism on the agenda, it also gives rise to ideas and attitudes which 
are liable to counteract or divert the will for change. This is all the truer in that 
the big bourgeoisie plays on these contradictions in order to exploit them to its ow 
profit. 


In response to the aggravation of the lot of the working people and the country, recent 
years have seen the development of discontent, an upsurge in the struggle, where the CCT 
and our party have played an essential role. The Giscardian powers found themselves in 
difficulties. Their mass base was constantly shrinking. Aware of the extent of the 
danger, the big bourgeoisie, without vielding an inch in its class orientation, stepped 
up its efforts to adapt to the situation. With every means at its disposal it launched 
a political and ideological counteroffensive to safeguard its power at the same time as 
its profits. 


Its first aim was to convince people that the crisis is inevitable and that the only 
possible policy was therefore its own. To this end it played on another contradictory 
dimension of reality. The crisis is above all national, its source is in the class 
choices imposed by big capital in all spheres in the country. But what is true of 
France is also true, in different ways, of other capitalist countries. So the crisis 
also has international dimensions, which, in their turn, affect the development of the 
crisis in each country. 


The authorities’ propaganda, while concealing the first, fundamental aspect, strove to 
make the crisis look like something external and inevitable, to blame a “hard and 
dangerous" world, and in particular the Arab oil-producing countries. Against this 
background it presented the policies of austerity, redeployment and profitability as the 
choices of realism and courage and gave to solidarity the sense of a sharing of sacrifices 
internally and monopoly integration externally. 


At the same time the big bourgeoisie undertook to discredit progress and eradicate 
revolutionary ideas. Everything possible was done to ensure that labor was in itself 
assimilated to exploitation, the new technologies to unemployment, scientific progress 
to dehumanization, public intervention to state control. Everywhere they sought to 
arouse, even -- above all — among the underprivileged, a great fear of change, of change 
as identified with “collectivism” and “totalitarianisn." 


The development of the socialist countries is not exempt from difficulties and errors: 
Planned slander has depicted them as a 20th century hell. The constant, central aim 
running through all these efforts was anticommunism. Our policy was the target of 
relentless distortion on television and radio, in newspapers and books. Nothing was too 
low for our party. its activists and its leaders. It was necessary to make our people 
despair of the future. 


The culmination of this counteroffensive was the justification of resignation and con- 
sensus. The crisis multiplies the drama of failure: in school, at the employment agency, 
in personal life and social relations. The dominant ideology and culture made the victims 
culpable, sowed the spirit of skepticism and resignation in them. Precariousness and 
dependence, aggravated by uncaring attitudes and repression, encouraged passivity. The 
age-old habit of the delegation of power was used to the utmost by authoritarianism and 
bureaucracy. The powers played on all the divisions, denouncing the less underprivileged 
as well off, attacking the most militant as dangerous supporters of a worse state of 
affairs, fundamentally exploiting trade union differences and the disunity of the left 

in order to gain acceptance for their own policy. 


But nothing worked. In this war against the forces of change the right lost a major battle. 
But it would be naive to suppose that the left's election victory dispelled as if by magic the 
weight of realities and the backwardness of consciousness. Today as much as yesterday, chough 
in different conditions, the aspirations for more justice, freedom, responsibility and dignity, 
the will to work, live and decide in a different way, in a word all that promotes the struggle 
union and change and can develop the idea that the way out lies in socialism -- all this must 
forge a difficult path for itself through the contradictory realities of the crisis and an inten- 
sive political and ideological battle. 
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This is the deep origin of the chief obstacle which must necessarily be conquered if 

we are to advance: The considerable gap between the objective demands of the transformation 
of society 2nd the political consciousness of the people's forces as it stands, between the 
level of the solutions required by the search for a way out of the crisis and the level 

of the goals around which it is possible, at present, to rally the large forces needed to 
advance. 


That is the major problem which we must work to resolve. 
A Self-Managing Path 


In these conditions it is an illusion to think that we can confine ourselves to carrying 
out propaganda in favor of an all-embracing program -- however good -- and thereby 
accumulate the forces to impose it when the time comes. That would be a perpetuation, 
in a different way, of the fundamentally utopian idea of the “great upheaval.” 


Nor will it be possible to step over the difficulty, leaving it entirely up to the action 
of the government -- even a leftwing government with communist participation. The great 
questions raised at the top are essentially the condensed form of those raised at the 
bottom. They will not be resolved at the top unless progress is made at the botton. 


So we cannot do without a patient, keen struggle to confront the workers themselves 

directly with the great problems, on the basis of their day-to-day experience and on the 
concrete groewnd where the crisis does its evil deeds in all aspects of their life. The 
obstacles im the path of self-managing socialism will only be overcome tw self-management 
itself, by the involvement of the working people, themselves taking charge of the transformation 
of reality. 


Only the struggle to change what is going badly will show that things can go better and 
demonstrate how they can go better. Only the gaining of new positions, as we said at 
the 23d congress, will create firm bridgeheads and develop new correlations of forces 
for more ambitious advances and increase awareness of the real causes of the crisis and 
the real ways of escaping it, thereby reducing, little by little, the gulf between the 
possible and the necessary. 


This requires us to cas< more light on the necessary prospects and at the same time to 
advance at the pace of the possible, to bring to the fore those goals which accord with 
the needs cf the working people and the country, goals which are both transforming -- 
that is to say, which break with the logic of capital in crisis -- and realistic — that 
is to say, within the range of the struggle; at the same time we must cast light on the 
political ins and outs of every aspect of the struggle. 


That is the self-managing democratic path which we choose. It is a process which brings 
into the present the movement of an entire historical period. This path alone enables us 
to move, not toward coping with the crisis, but toward transforming French society in the 
direction of socialism. 


3. The French Path to Socialism and International Realities 


It is ultimately in the context of a world in profound transformation, in the light of 
increasingly diverse experience in the socialist countries and in the spirit of a new 
internationalism, that we make our strategic choices. 


A New International Correlation of Forces 


In a few decades the world has changed more than it changed in a century before. The 
scale of the problems, but also of the possibilities, arising from the contradictory 
movement of societies is that of a real mutation of history. Our own advance must be 
related to this if we are to have a sense of perspective. 


This results, first and foremost, from the strengthening and the conjunction of the 
chief liberating forces in operation at the four corners of the earth. 
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Socialism has become a world reality being built by 1.5 billion men and women on all con- 
tinents. This building does not take place without problems and errors, but the influence 
exerted by the socialist countries is already decisive and is growing as the world evolves. 
This is true from the economic viewpoint: Their share of world production, in particular 
industrial production, is increasing and their role is extending in the development of new 
cooperation relations. It is true from the political viewpoint: Their initiatives in 
international bodies, their proposals and their acts in favor of detente and disarmament 
carry great weight in maintaining coexistence and peace. It is, above all, this influence, 
in conjunction with their silitary efforts to counterbalance imperialism'’s insane arms race, 
which has enabled us to experience 4% years without a world war. For hundreds of millions 
of men and women who are still subject to imperialist domination, the socialist countries 
are a prop in their struggle in favor of national liberation, economic independence and 
social emancipation. Thus socialism’s contribution to mankind's progress is indisputable. 


The capitalist world is suffering a perceptible acceleration of the crisis. Increasing 
unemployment, inflation, industrial collapses and monetary disorders are profoundly affect- 
ing society's life. The policies of reactionary «+t social democratic management of the crisis, 
though they may have retarded the people's movemeat, are now experiencing increasing diffi- 
culties. Major social and political struggles are developing, particularly in Europe. 
Aspirations to national dignity are being asserted forcefully in Northern Ireland. The 

will for change which made the leftwing victory possible in France is energetically expressed 
in other countries. Im the United States Reagan's austerity policy i- meeting with serious 
opposition. From London to Paris, from Rome to Copenhagen, from Bonn to Tokyo, the dominant 
feature of the people's movement is undoubtedly the protest against the escalation of the 
arms race and the strong upsurge in demands for peace. 





Since 1945, 90 countries have liberated themselves from colonialism and gained the means 
of development. This liberation movement is continuing today. Zimbabwe has victoriously 
shaken off the racist yoke. On the very doorstep of the United States, the people of 
Nicaragua have swept aside Somoza’s dictatorship, while the struggle of peoples like the 
people of £1 Salvador is increasing. Imperialism is suffering setbacks on al! continents. 
In Afghanistan, ite attempt to eliminate the progressive regime and destabilize the entire 
region has been checked. Its support for the former butchers of the Khmer people is not 
stopping Kampuchea from overcoming hunger and embarking on the path of reconstruction. 
Despite its pressures, the Palestinian, Saharan, Namibian and other peoples are progressing 
in the courageous struggle for rec: gznition of their national rights. There is a growing 
demand for a new world economic and political order, expressed particularly by the movement 
of nonaligned countries, whose role and authority are asserting themselves. 


Supported by these great revolutionary and progressive currents, huge liberation movements 
are developing in all countries: the struggle for human rights and freedoms, to which ve 
make our own contribution; the struggie against all kinds of racism and segregation; young 
people's struggle to take their place in society and build their future; women's struggle 
for complete liberation, which asserts itself as one of the chief factors in changing 
social rela*ions and attitudes. 


The simultaneous and indeed convergent action of these highly diverse currents has altered 
the correlation of forces to the point where imperialism can no longer have its own way. 
Mankind has the opporutnity to prevent the unleashing of a third world war and to act with 
success to resolve local wars and tensions. 


The second fact which is shaking the modern vorld is the tremendous accumulation of knowledge, 
the unprecedented upsurge in science and technology, which are revolutionizing material 
oroduction, calling into question the old social structures and giving people completely 
unprecedented opportunities for controlling their relations with nature and among themselves. 
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This maxes it all the more intolerable that this 20th century, now nearing its end, is 
till, for whole peoples, a century where people die of starvation, where people have no 
emecy for illness or ignorance, vhere the applications of science are turned to murderous 
nds, where fantastic social and national inequalities are being exacerbated. 


The universal hunger for liberation and the level reached by productive forces and knowledge 
call for a new civilization. To pass from the old world, shaped bv man’s exploitation of 
man, to a world of justice, freedon, dignity and solidarity -- that is the question. It 

is, in the last analysis, the historically specific question of the transition from capital- 
ism to socialiss. 


These transformations are, at a worldwide level and in each country, the stake in a terrible 


struggle. The forces of the > «t have everything to fear from this world in motion, since 
they must confront its pr’ s in the context of the crisis of their system. So thev try 
with all cheir might ¢ ck change, to preserve and even reconquer their positions. This 
is the direction « sunteroffensive which imperialis= launched some vears ago in adapt- 
ing to the new ions of the class struggle cf an international scale. 

iis coun. asive has come up against ma‘or obstacles and has created new cont radict ions. 
The attem: °° revive European and Atlantic integration continues. Under '.S. pressure, 


attempts to concert their efforts are multiplying among the imperialist countries. But rival 
interests persist and are even becoming exacerbated, for instance in the monetary sphere. 

The multinationals try to impose the burden of the crisis increasingly on the people, but 
they are meeting with growing resistance and struggle. 


Impertalism has not succeeded in deflecting the fundamentally favorable trend in the evolution 
of the correlation of forces on a worldwide scale. Recently it has sought to call the 
equilibrium of military forces into question again and to gain supremacy in this sphere. 

The United States has considerably increased its war budget. It is trving to strengthen its 
network of military bases abroad, which has been called into question in several countries. 

It strives to exacerbate tensions rather than responding to propo-a'ls for negotiated solutions. 
“Limited nuclear war” is becoming a2 doctrine, with the open intention of concentrating a 
possible conflict on the European Continent. The NATO decision to install new American 
missiles in Europe and the decision to produce the neutron bomb are part of the same strategy. 
But this adventurist policy must take account of the weight of realities and world opinion. 


Inperialis=’s aggressiveness is not a sign of strength, but of its crisis. It betrays imperial- 
isn’s difficulties in the face of a world which is gradually escaping its dorination. This 

does not lessen the danger of the revival of the arms race and the escalation tovard means of 
mass destruction, which are arousing protests and making action for peace and disarmament more 
necessary. 


We draw a twofold lesson from this evolution. 
The changes which have taken place in the world open up new opportunities for the peoples in 


strucgle, not only for preventing war but also for advancing toward socialisr according to the 
particular path which suits them. Our strategy sees this as one of its chief concre © ‘ounda- 


tions. But conversely, in order to turn these opportunities into reality, it is ™ sary to 
step up the class struggle against imperialist intrigues and for the defense and « »lidation 
of peace, peaceful coexistence and solidarity with people fighting for progress oa emocracy. 
This is particularly true of the struggle for peace, which the PCF, true to it: *, traditions 
in this sphere and aware of imperialism's current efforts in search of militas oremacy 


regards as a major axis in its struggle. 


Today peace and peaceful coexistence rest largely on the global military .« (ihirum which has 
grown up. Commonsense requires us to act to impose a balanced, progress!» :«duction of all 
types of arms. It is necessary to negotiate without preliminaries. This i« proposed by the 
socialist countries -- in particular the USSR, at the 26th CPSU Congress -- and by the neutral 
countries and the Nonaligned Movement, as well as by the most varied political, social, religi- 
ous and intellectual circles in the world. In Europe, the peace movement contributed consider- 
ably to the opening of the Geneva talks. It is a question of securing the limitation and 
reduction of all medium-range veapons, American and Soviet. 
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Sut peace cannot be based only on equilibrium of weapons. lt is not only the affair of 
states, it demands active involvement by the people. Im Europe a people’s peace movement 
of umuswal breadth is developing in diverse forms against the installation of new nuclear 
missiles or the manufacture of the neutron bomb, against the presence of new creation of 
military bases, for the creation of regional nuclear-free zones. The PCF intends to con- 
tribute actively to these struggles, through its support for the struggles of the peace 
movement as well as through its own activ‘ty, by itself adopting or seeking in contunction 
with others -- communist parties and various progressive and peace-loving forces, whether 
socialist or Christian -- initiatives capable of responding to the demands of the situation 
and promoting joint action for peace and disarmament. 





The need to step up efforts also applies to internatio:s! solidarity with all revolutionary 
and progressive forces. This is an irreplaceable component ~‘ the class struggle on a world- 
wide scale. Every step forward for a just cause, every succ for a people contributes to 


the favorable evolution of the correlation of forces, limits ir liem’s sphere of action 
and, by weakening it, opens up opportunities for other peoples. i ‘mn this spirit that 
French Communists display their solidarity in concrete form with all acting in the 
world for social emancipation, progress and socialism, human rights and “Ss, sovereignty 


and national independence, a new international order, peace and disarnanen 

Our own struggle for socialism in France, while benefiting from the positive changes which 
have taken place in the vorld, has international relevance. This is the greatest contribution 
we can make to the peoples’ joint struggle. 


Socialism Now 


The experience of revolutionary forces in the world and the diversity of the processes of 
socialist building are equally a source of enrichment for our thought and for our struggle. 


In the face of frenzied attempts to discredit existing socialism, the 234 congress formulated 
an overall assessment of what it has given to each of the peoples concerned and to mankind as 


a whole. The vears which have since elapsed lead us to reaffirm this assessment. 
For our part, we strive to assess the development and the contradictions of the socialist 
countries as the rea..y are, without blinders or prejudices. We intend to continue to 


follow this path and to do more to make its results known to the working people. This 

effort to be objective leads those who agree with it to reject the caricature which represents 
the socialist countries as a uniform bloc of socteties fixed in totalitarianism. In fact, 
despite t'« legacy of feudalism, capitaliem and colonialism which these countries had to 
overcome to begin with, despite the obstacles of all kinds and the terrible wars which 
imperialism imposed on them, despite the serious consequences of the concepts and practices 
of Stalinienm, alien to the very name of socialism, these countries have, in the course of 

a history which is as yet brief, undergone development of revolutionary breadth and novelty 

in all spheres. 


Apar’ from t>e fact that their upsurge has created an international correlation of forces 

wh ' ie lucive to peace and progress. they have put an end to the exploitation of man 

by * unger, illiteracy and -- in nearly all cases -- unemployment. They have achieved 
res eaich are usually unknown to French public opinion. What do people in our country 

y now, ' instance, of their industrial and agricultural successes, their technological 

and s . ottfic progress, their impressive social and cultural achievements, the original 
forms  ' ss participation which have developed and grown strong there in a wide range of 
lif fer »ditions? 

This ten +oward progress -- and more rapid progress than in the capitalist world -- 

is confir vy. Studies carried out by the World Bank show, in the socialist countries 
taken toget ® average annual growth rate in GDP of 5.6 percent in the period 1970-1978, 
which is suo, or to that of the preceding decade, while, conversely, that of the capitalist 


-ountries feil to 3.2 percent in the same period. While most capitalist countries are now 
experiencing zero growth and sometimes negative growth, and while their prospects for the 
coming years are uncertain, growth is continuing in most of the socialist countries, albeit 
at a more moderate pace. 





Westerr. experts predict that their growth will remain superior to that of capitalist 
countries ix the years 1985-1990. This highly significant prospect is one of the chief 
sources of imperialisn’s uneasiness and aggressiveness vith respect to the socialist 
countries. 


Saturally, such an evolution cannot be without problems. The problems include, first, 
those which are due to their international environment: the effects of the crisis of the 
capitalist worlc, such as the Seterioration in exchange rates and the repercussions of 
monetary disorders; the constrain*’s of the arms race imposed by imperialism. Then there 
is the burden of the multifaceted aid which they grant to peoples struggling for inde- 
pendence and development. 


Then there are also, and above all — part!cularly for the European socialist cousatries — 
the contradictions and difficulties which rerult from their progress itself. In moving 
from extensive to intensive development, they cust do still more to combine the econronic 
efficiency demanded and made possible by the scientific and technological revolution, the 
social progress required by their population's new, diverse needs and the erercise of 
democracy required, in all spheres, by the solution sf the problems posed. Experience 
shows that democracy is the key issue in their developwent. This does not only concern 
administrative measures which this or that country may substitute for the necessary 
political and ideological struggle -- measures on which we express our disagreement -- 
but, more fundamentally, concerns all that runs counter to the increasing desire for 

the more profound democratization of all public life, for tie decentralization of respon- 
sibilities and for the liberation of initiative at all levels of society. This confiregs 
the assessment of our 234 congress on the universal democratic necessity inherent in 
socialism. Only an effort to answer all these questions together will enable these 
countries to pursue their development further. 


The elaboration of such an answer is the current concern of most of the soctalist 
countries, which are implementing criginal experiments and ideas in wmdertaking -- in 
some cases, with promising success — major reforms adapted to the reslities and demands 
of their specific situation. The development of decentralizing measures and initiatives 
to increase the working people's responsibility in the USSR, experiments with autonomy 
for enterprises and certain forms of self-management in Hungary or Bulga-ia, the struggle 
against bureaucracy in Vietnam, the establishment of new people's authoricies in Cuba: 
the fact that our media remain silent on these initiatives, examples of wh ch could be 
multiplied, does not prevent them from existing and developing. 


Without doubt, this evolution is itself subject to fumblings and errors. Delay in embark- 
ing on it causes the emergence of new problems, which could become critical. This is 
demonstrated by the current crisis in Poland. We have followed with interest the efforts 
made since August 1980 to resolve fundamental questions concerning economic life and social 
and political democracy. It is regrettable in every respect that errors of the past, dif- 
ficulties and excessive promises have brought the country to the brink of chaos and the 
proclamation of the state of emergency. Our attitude toward this situation was dictated 
by a sense of responsibility as regards the Polish people as well as the interests of 
peace, detente, cooperation and socialism. We hope that the Polish nation will find 

the necessary resources within itself to overcome the crisis and find the anwers to the 
questions raised which socialism makes possible. 


Like all living realities, socialism is constantly diversifying. Every decade new peoples 
choose to orient themselves along this path, in Asia, Central America and Africa. from 
Belgrade to Hanoi, from Havana to Luanda, socialism is the work of peoples with very 
different histories, highly individual traditions and the most varied attitudes. Far 
from regarding this as a cause for concern or a handicap, we see this evolution as 

natural and fruitful. 


This growing differentiation confirms us in our choice of advancing toward socialism 
by individual paths, without in any way weakening our solidarity with parties and peoples 
who are building socialism in their own way and without claiming to make our own conception 


a model for others. 











A Mew Internat ionalisnx 


In this spirit, we refcice in the new relations which exist between communist parties 

today. or a ieng time we have come our in favor of the implementation of relations based 
on independence, strict equality of rights and noninterference, the s irch for flexible, 
effective forms of joint action toward common goals and recogniticen of the right to 
different viewpoints and possible divergence on a particular question. This concept 
permeates al] our practice. This was shown, in particular, in early 1980 by the major 
meeting between our party amc that of the Sowiet Union -- 4 meeting which defined the nature 
of our relations ané our joint action on a basis taking account of our respective stances. 
This is alsc indicated by the oumber, range, form and content of the initiatives we have 
taxen in common with other communist parties and progressive movements in recent years. 


we wish to develop our relations with all communist parties, including those of China 

and Albania, which have broken with us. China’s positions on international issues, which 

are in complete opposition to ours, above a.l on European questions, do not, in our view, 
constitute an obstacle to the resumption of relations between our two parties on a clear basis. 


We devote increasing attention to the development of our solidarity and links of cooperation 
with liberation movements and all progressive forces fighting in very varied situation end 
forms. The PCF is resolved to continue its efforts in favor of a new internationalisns 

in accordance with everything that is advancing in the world. 





At the same time we are greatly interested in the fact that communist parties in a number 
of capitalist countries -- including ours — have placed the development of democracy 

at the center of the paths to socialism which has been called Eurocommunism — a term 
which is disputable, because it is too narrow. We note that this same democratic demand 
is now encountered outside our own continent and in parties or liberation movements which 
are operating in extremely diverse contexts. Wwe re‘toice in this. 


Finally, our party is prepared to give concrete form to all opportunities for joint act ions 
with socialist and social democratic parties, in particular in Europe and, more videly, 
throughout the world, toward goals wiich meet the interests of the peoples concerned, 
particularly peace and disarmament. It intends to pursue its efforts in favor of positive 
cooperation with forces representing the religious world. 


A democratic advance toward a democratic socialism specifically adapted to French realities, 
the realities of the modern world: that is the great prospect to the fundamental problems 
which are posed in the present situation. 


C. The Democratic Advance jioda’ 


The defeat of Ciscard d*Estaing and the social and political forces which he represented 
has brought the question of change — of its content, its extent and the means of achieving 
it — to the fore today. This question, which has dominated debates within the left in 
recent years, is not settled in advance. 


A New Situation 


After last summer's political victory, millions of working people expect an alleviation 
of their fate and the commencement of efforts to resolve the most serious problems and to 
lead the country out of the difficulties which beset it. In the context of a crisis which 
is continuing to make its effects felt severely, this is not possible without embarking 
on the path of transformations which all call into question the domination of big capital. 


That is why every step forward in this direction is the stake in a real class confrontation. 


The initial social and democratic measures, the struggle which has been launched against 
unemployment and for training and reforms such as nationalizations of decentralization 
indicate that the action of the government and the majority, in which we are participating, 
is oriented in the right direction. True, the measures adopted do not all correspond to 
what we consider desirable. Major questions still remain, including those of wnemployment, 
inflation and purchasing power and working people's rights. We intend to utilize all the 
new means now available to contribute to resolving ther, convinced that progress can be made 
to the extent that the people affected themselves take part. 








This is true in government, in an unfailing solidarity to keep the commitments made jointly 
with the PS. It is true in the National Assembly and the Senate and in local and regional 
communities, where our elected representatives incorporate in the action of the new 
majority their own initiatives based on commitment, made t~ their voters. And it is also 
true in the country, in enterprises and localitics, where, as a revolutionary party, we 
play our unique, independent role. In all spheres and in each individual case we strive 

to help those involved to utilize, in suitable forms, every new opportunity for resolving 
provlems. Ina frank spirit and in concrete terms we seek to clarify the situation and 
prospects, to rally people and to persuade them to act. Explaining, proposing, gaining, 
building -- that is our rule of action. 


This multifaceted contribution by communists to the implementation of a new policy is 
absolutely irreplaceable. The class struggle did not end 10 May. On the contrary, the 
profound reforms which must now be implemented increase the stake and step up the bitter- 
ness of that struggle. Working people know from long experience that in the daily struggle 
against capital the Communist Party is the party which they always find on their side. 
Today they are checking to see whether the party can take its responsibilities in the 
country's leadership in the same spirit. Life is showing them and will show them that they 
need a big Communist Party. 


So an upsurge in its influence is clearly in the interest of the people's movement. To 
those who habitually vote for it but who felt that a different vote was more useful in 
the peculiar circumstances of the last elections, our party said at once that it still 
regards them as communist voters. Today they have every reason to give thought to this. 
Working women and men, aware that our election results do not give us all the means of 
action that we desire, aware too that our participation is necessary if the change is to 
succeed, will gain new assets by giving their support to the Communist Party. We have 
confidence in the future. Nothing is ever won or lost in advance. In order to appreciate 
the current situation it is important to see clearly that, for the first time since the 
22d and 23d congresses, we have favorable conditions for implementing our strategy 
successfully. 


The future will depend largely on our ability to develop this stragegy to the full in the 
prospects which are now open. 


III. A New Political Practice 


Our strategy poses the problem of our political activity in new terms. This novelty is 
increasingly highlighted today. A party of the class struggle, our party is also, from 
now on, a member of the majority in power and a government party. This is a totally 
unprecedented situation for the vast majority of its members. So every communist and 
every party organization must be up to the level demanded by this situation. 


True, we have at our disposal the ideas put forward by our last two congresses and the 
experience accumulated in implementing them. But the conclusion to be drawn from the 
period which has elapsed is that we have not vet made sufficient progress along this path. 
The current situation commands us to go more quickly and further. 

1. A New Style of Mass Activity 

So what does it mean, in today's conditions, to implement a new political practice? 


Developing Realities and Consciousness 


First of all, it means the improved translation into life of our strategy of democratic 
advance to change realities and consciousness. That is the central issue. It is essential 
to see clearly how it is posed from now on. 
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In today’s situation all the major problems of French society in crisis are in the fore- 
front of life today: the problems of unemployment and jobs, inflation and the cost of 
living, nationalizations and the extension of working people's rights, school and training, 
fiscal reform, decentralization, the pluralism and honesty of information, France's initia- 
tives in favor of peace and disarmament, and many more. They are in the forefront not only 
in governmental or parliamentary deliberations, but everywhere in the country, in the 
people's everyday preoccupations. And this is occurring in a context where despite the 
obstacles, it is possible to make progress. 


It is not only possible, it is necessary. If we did not resolve these major problems, progres- 
sively but resolutely, in the interests of the working people and the nation, there could 

be no way out of the crisis, no profound and lasting change. To fail to advance in this 
direction would be to meet with the failure which the big bourgeoisie is openly anticipating 
and preparing for. 


Nothing is more important than to make this possibility and this necessity clear to the 
working people and all forces of the people. They are still far from being obvious to 
everyone, and many ambiguities surround the word “change”, the content which it conceals 
and the means it demands. So how can we bring about progress simultaneously in the 
solutior of major problems and in the working people's consciousness? That is the point 
in the implementation of our strategy in a new stvle of mass activity. 


The first requirement, which determines all the others, is to develop this activity on 

the ground and in life, at the place and time where these fundamental problems face people, 
in terms of their concrete difficulties, claims and struggles. It is to be present, 
active, inventive in discussing with them the means of resolving these problems, defining 
with them the goals which lead to progress and which can be attained, conducting action 
with them in forms which make it possible to achieve results. To begin to change things 
today, that is the great watchword. 


It is a question of being in on a!l the working people's struggles to gain all possible 
advantages, rights, freedoms and positions. And in this struggle it is a question of 
highlighting the successes achieved without ceasing to note their limits, increasing 
understanding of the causes and the profound solutions of the crisis and of the class 
stakes in the battle to emerge from it, in order to ensure that the will to bring about 
the more profound transformations which will launch the country firmly on the path of 
renewal, can progress. 


It is in this very process of action to advance things that we must advance our ideas in 
the working people's consciousness. That is the way to be understood better in developing 
our original proposals. That is the way to be incisive in the debates aroused day after 
day by great questions such as those of the working class’ role in the nation, the cortri- 
bution of science to progress, the conditions for new growth or self-management, the new 
world order. That is the way to make people understand that the socialism we are proposing 
is not a dream, but is precisely designed to meet the working people's needs, the demands 
of the situation and the opportunities of our country and our time. To sum up, it is a 
question of making clear the innovative solutions we propose, without claiming to have 
resolved all the problems in advance. We will thus make clear all the prospects for the 
advance step by step. 


That is what we must do, with all our might, all our capacity for initiative and all our 
tenacity. That is true at all levels -- at the level of the government and the assemblies, 
but also -- above all — in the country, in enterprises, in the people's housing districts, 
wherever all the problems of the crisis are present and the main battles are played out. 

We must, in doing this, make use of all the possibilities which arise today: The oppor- 
tunities offered, for instance, by the new rights which must be ensured for working people 
in nationalized companies; the opportunities -- which must be better appreciated and whic! 
the working people must be made to appreciate better -- which enable them to deepen their 
political involvement in the sphere of enterprise management; the opportunities which sh 
be opened up by the new powers of elected assemblies in regions, departments and commun. 











28 


Whether in a majority or a minority, our elected representatives have an unprecedented 
role to play there as a force for proposals, attentive to the quality of their relations 
with the population and the implementation of self-management. It is through this mass 
activity on the part of all communists that, in conjunction with the development of the 
working people's struggles, we want to push our people's democratic gains -- at the pace 
they themse!ves decide -- as far as socialisn. 


Taking Account of Everyonc’s Interests and Aspirations 


Developing our political activity in this vay implies taking account of the interests and 
aspirations of all components of the workirg class, from the most exploited strata to 
technicians, and of all categories of manuzl and intellectual workers. 


In practice the rightful concern to respond more fully to the needs of those working men 

and women who suffer the greatest difficulties has sometimes resulted in less attention 
being paid to the needs of others, as if priority meant exclusivity. We must take care 

to confront simultaneously the problems of all working people in all their varied categories 
and situations, while making ourselves more fully understood on the need to recognize the 
place and role of the working class in national life. 


Expressing and defending the working class’ interests is our first preoccupation. 


Whatever the theorists of its decline may say, the historical role of the working class is 
continually strengthening. This is the result not of dogma, but of facts. The working 
class, viewed in its full extent, represents nearly half the active population. It is the 
living force in the production process. The first, chief victim of the crisis, it has the 
greatest interest in change. Excluded from responsibilities and power by capital, it has 
acquired experience of struggle and organization which give it an irreplaceable political 
capability for the nation. Its action is decisive in advancing the class struggle. Its 
claims and aspirations are at the core of all French society's major problems. Their 
satisfaction accords not only with its own interests, but with those of all other categories 
of working people and those of the nation itself. 


The cevelopment of productive forces again extended its historical role. Scientific and 
technical progress, by powerfully emphasizing the social nature of production, make produc- 
tion rely increasingly on a real "collective worker" combining all production functions. 

The quality of the work force has improved, whether it is a question of the level of 
workers’ education or of the fact that most technicians -- like employees or certain 
engineers in production -- are today an integral part of the working class, which underlines 
the increasing share of intellectual work in production. Thus its ability to take charge of 
production capacities, which have been misused by big capital, and to master all aspects of 
the process of revolutionary transformation of society has grown. 


The working class' role is strengthened all the more because the essential framework of its 
activity — the euterprise -- now occupies a central place in the country's life. It is 
there that the great technological and social changes characteristic of our era are mani- 
fested, that the depth of the crisis is expressed most severely, in its effects as well as 
its causes. It is there that the working class -- from semiskilled workers to technicians -- 
and employees, engineers and cadres meet and new prospects are opening up of collectives of 
working people based on free, responsible cooperation between varied abilities being exer- 
cised in complementary functions. It is there that we find the mass of immigrant workers, 
whose rights and dignity we defend in all circumstances. The enterprise is the prime site 
of the class struggle. That is why all political forces attach such importance to it today. 
that is why the bosses are making unprecedented ideological and political efforts there. 
nducting a battle at the enterprise and winning it must be the first goal for all the 


irty. 
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Since the 23d congress a weakening of our work at enterprises has been noted, as indicated 
by the loss of several hundred cells. True, this is partly due to the major movement of 
close enterprises which has characterized the recent period, but it is also -- above all — 
due to the inadequacy of our activity in this sphere, from the Central Committee to 
federal committees. All the consequences must be drawn from this without delay. It is 
here, first ani foremost, that it is important to implement a new political practice: To 
change the dimension and quality of our political activity and our initiatives in the 
Struggle, to enrich our knowledge of current realities in the enterprise and to take 
account as closely as possible of the transformations taking place among wage earners, and 
in the working class itself, whose unity requires unceasing efforts. This requires that 

at all party levels -- Central Committee, federal committee, section committee -- we deploy 
our leading forces on the basis of these goals, in order to stimulate concrete activity by 
communists and to strengthen the party in all enterprises, particularly in big ones. The 
party as a whole must be convinced that the upsurge of its influence and the democratic 
advance toward socialism are interdependent. 


At the same time we must develop constant activity in response to the legitimate needs and 
aspirations of all categories of working people. Employees, though lacking the cohesion 

and experience of the working class, have increased considerably in number, and are 
confronting working and living conditions which make their interests converge increasingly 
with those of the working class. There are new grounds here for sustained work by communists 
among them, with a view to ensuring the in public office, in banks and insurance companies, 
in big stores and in all enterprises, employees take their place with other working people 

in the struggle. 


The number and role of engineers and cadres have also increased with the upsurge of science 
and technology. Increasingly closely involved, and in diverse forms, they, like workers, 
are facing business strategies dictated by the law of profit and monopoly redeployment. 

We call on them to disassociate themselves from the bosses’ authoritarianism and ideological 
pressures and to act to gain recognition for the irreplaceable nature of their activity and 
their knowledge, and this does not run counter to the effort to give the working class its 
rightful place in the enterprise and in the nation. 


Alongside them, intellecturals today number 4.5 million women and men carrying out their 
activity in various spheres of production, in research, education, literary and artistic 
life, information, health care, social life, urban planning, justice and major public bodies. 
As the Bobigny National Council stressed in February 1980, their social status has changed 
profoundly. For the most part, with each sector's specific features, they are today, 
properly speaking, intellectual workers, affected by the crisis in differing degrees. Their 
mass participation in the struggle to change society has become a historical possibility. 
But for many reasons, the contradiction between the aspiration for change and the fears 
which it inspires ‘s often expressed in a particularly complex fashion in them. Winning 

the great majority of them over to the democratic and revolutionary struggle means combining 
a persistent effort to illuminate the class nature of the problems they encounter with a 
struggle, with them, for the rebirth of French culture. 


The peasant masses have suffered severely from the effects of a policy which strikes at 
agriculture, restricts public consumption, makes their incomes fall and leads to the 
elimination of many family farms. Their opposition to this policy, their adherence to 
national independence and the developments of the cooperation whose gains we defend create 
firm foundations for joint action by them with the working class. We will win them over 

in greater numbers by fighting with them for their rightful claims, defending the interests 
of French agriculture in a common market whose expansion we fight and by further publicizing 
our concept of modern agriculture based on the family farm within the prospects of the 
French brand of socialism. The distribution of la terre is a precious asset in all these 
battles. 


Craftsmen fall victim on a large scale to capitalist concentration. It is by joining the 
working class’ struggle that they will be able to achieve their claims for social and fiscal 
justice and the modernization of their useful independent economic activity. Like that of 
craftsmen, the activity of small traders is useful for the present and the future. 





Small- and medium-sized enterprises in trade and industry are also victims of the crisis. 
In all circumstances we defend the interests of working people, who are often subjected 

in these enterprises to forms of exploitation common in another age. At the same time we 
must show that these enterprises have no way out of their present difficulties and no firm 
prospects for the future except in the advance toward socialisn. 


To take better account of everyone's interests and aspirations is also to pursue and 

develop the work which has been commenced with women and young people. The massive entry 

by women into their struggle is one of the major changes of our time. We are the party of 
their liberation, which will mark a new advance of civilization, enriching for men as well 
as women. This forward movement is not, of course, without contradictions. Women -- 
workers, employees, intellectuals, agriculturalists, or without professional activity -- do 
not form a homogeneous category and perceive the means to their liberation in very different 
ways. It is an essential aspect of our activity to proceed on the basis of their particular 
claims and their aspirations to equality, in order to win them over for the struggle for 

new rights, democratic progress and socialism and to enrich that struggle with their unique 
contribution. 


Young people played a prominent role in the victory of the left. They aspire to liberation 
from the injustices and social selectivity which deprive them of real training, condemn 

them to unemployment and casual labor, suppress their aspirations and deny them responsibil- 
ities. But things will not change unless young people themselves make them change. The 
democratic advance toward socialism and the struggle for peace and a new world order need 
them in the millions. Young people today, discovering the world through crisis, have great 
potential for the struggle, but are at the same time susceptible — sometimes in an alarming 
degree -- to the degradation of social life. Helping them to find the path of action is 
possibile only if, while giving constant, increased support to the communist youth movement -- 
an essential base for communist activity among them -- all party organizations regularly 
talk to young people and students frankly and responsibly, approach their problems in 
concrete terms, take initiatives with them and familiarize them with our proposals. Much 
remains to be done to ensure that -- as the Central Committee recommended in 1979 -- every 
young person hears our call to struggle, from this moment on, to defend his life and build 
his future. 


All these efforts are essential for the development of the majority rallying of our people, 
which is a central goal of our strategy. But matters must be looked in the face: The 
extreme diversity of specific situations, the particular effects of the crisis and ways of 
living, thinking and reacting in the cirsis make this task very complex. It is no more a 
matter of a random rallying of malcontents than of asking each category to lose its identity 
in the union. Without blurring anything that differentiates and at times opposes different 
categories, it is necessary, through struggle and the ideological battle, to promote the 
development of awareness of the fundamental convergence of interests. 


Acting in the Broadest Possible Union 


The same will to rally our people motivates our call for joint action by all who, beyond 
differences of philosophy, belief or choice, want to take part in changing society. This 
appeal is addressed to believers who are sensitive to all that injures man in the world 
and in France but also to the hopes indicated by the people's struggles and who want to 
give active social expression to their faith. How could our struggle for justice and 
solidarity, democracy and self-management, peace and a new world order, the development 
of individuals and respect for their dignity fail to meet their aspirations? We always 
attach particular importance to the development of dialogue and joint action between 
Christians and communists. Without losing sight of the obstacles which the church 
heirarchies place in the path of such a rapprochement, but being aware of all the movements 
developing within the churches, we, foi our part, are resolved to give a new dimension to 
our relations with Christian working people and with all believers and to make an effort 
to overcome the narrow attitudes which can still overshadow then. 
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This appeal is also addressed to all who react as patriots to whatever diminishes France, 
alienates its independence and tarnishes its image in the world. Throughout their history 
communists, as they know, have always placed the development of the nation and its indepen- 
dence and security at the center of their concerns. With the left's arrival in power, 
guaranteeing Frances’ existence as a major sovereign nation and ensuring its proper role 

in the world are more than ever topical tasks, inseparable, today, from the prospects of 
socialism. We want to unite ail those who regard these goals as their own, over and above 
the features which distinguish us. 


This appeal is also addressed to those who display their will to live, work and decide in 
the regions, who act to preserve and enrich the character of their own region and fight 

for a France in which national unity is combined with the diversity of living regions with 
their own autonomy and ¢mocratic means of resolving for themselves the problems within 
their jurisdiction. It is addressed to those who are fighting, ia the most diverse forms, 
for a new quality of life and of the environment, for all the causes of social and human 
solidarity. In issuing these appeals we are not pursuing the design of confining the 

great diversity of possible contributions to progress within stereotyped formulas for 
Struggle and union. On the contrary, we believe that, following the logic of our belonging 
to the majority and our presence in the government, unprecedented convergences cannot fail 
to appear between us and men and women with whom we have not previously been in the habit 
of acting. We develop this path without restraint, since the goals o* the struggle clearly 
express the people's needs. 


In short, we are prepared to respond with everyone, in the broadest possible union, to the 
interests of the people and the nation. 


Communists, the Trade Union Movement and the Life of Associations 


To implement our strategy in concrete form in order to allow it to grow in life is to give 
more impetus to our mass work. If we devote particular attention to this aspect of the 
party's own activity, this does not mean that we are any less aware of the importance of 
the trade union movement. As was stressed by the still topical document on this subject 
which our party published in 1979, the French trade union movement, where the spirit of 

the class struggle predominates at the cost of a continuing fight, is a decisive force for 
defending wage earners’ rights and helping to open up the path to social progress, freedoms 
and socialism. 


We rejoice in the special nature of the relations which exist between our party and the CGT, 
the country's foremost trade union organization, which has the confidence of millions of 
working people of various shades of opinion. Still stronger class and mass trade unionism 
is an indispensable asset for thwarting the bosses’ maneuvers, giving the struggle more 
breadth and effectiveness and creating the conditions for a positive emergence from the 
crisis. These are all reasons for communists belonging to the CCT to play a full part in 
its activity and in strengthening it, with strict respect for its statutes and its program. 
Taking into account the trade union movement as it is, in its present diversity, and without 
concealing anv of the affinities, differences or divergencies which may exist, we are moved 
by a sincere desire to establish and maintain fruitful relations with all representative 
trade union organizations -- in mutual respect for the nature and the independence of each — 
for the struggle and for common goals in accordance with the working people's interests and 
aspirations. 


Social, family, women's, cultural and sporting movements, school parents’ associations, 
associations for the child, for the defense of the handicapped, of tenants, of veterans, 

of consumers and of pensioners, associations of a cooperative or mutualist nature and more 
besides, which form the rich diversity of the life of associations in France, enable millions 
of citizens to take collective charge of their own problems. 
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The Communist Party bases its relations with these movements and organizations, as with 
trade unions, on mutual respect for the independence of each of them, for its purpose and 
for its freedom of assessment and criticism. On this basis it is prepared to develop, 
with all who wish it, meetings, exchanges and convergences useful to the people's movement 
as awhole. It fights for the free development of the life of associations, as is 
indicated by the actions of its elected representatives. The democratic, self-managing 
socialism for which we are fighting will promote its flourishing. 


Aware of the value of these organizations’ role, communists wish to contribute to their 
creation, their vitality and their initiatives. They intend to be more involved and more 
active in them. They are guided in all circumstances by the desire to do everything to 
ensure that the organization to which they belong serves the interests of those who trust 
it well. It is in this spirit that they assume the responsibilities and mandates 
entrusted to them in these organizations. Through long years of struggle within the 
trade union and association movement and the frank, mutually enriching debates they have 
held, communists have demonstrated their competence, devotion and ability to act with 
everyone. Today one of their major contributions to the upsurge of the people's movement 
is to advance still further in this direction. 


2. A Revolutionary Party Taking the Initiative 


A new style of mass activity, putting into practice a strategy of revolutionary scope: 
That is the full response to the problems facing us. But this response would be nothing 
without a revolutionary party capable of opening up the path to self-managing socialism. 


A Capacity for Initiative and a Heightened Political and Ideological Level 


At all our congresses we emphasize the need to improve the party's activity, sirengthen 
its organizations and improve the standard of training of its members. Today there is 

no question of merely reiterating the importance of these continuing demands. What we 

must do is to assess their qualitatively new aspects. 


By organizing our entire strategy around the continuing advance of the struggle and 
thereby giving still more concrete meaning to our party's vanguard role, our 22d and 23d 
congresses gave rise to the demand for a new political practice by communists and party 
organizations profoundly different from the practice which met the conditions of the 
preceding period. Pursuing to the utmost the living adaptation of our political practice 
to today's tasks is therefore a real issue. 


It is, first and foremost, a question of the party's capacity for initiatives: the 
initiative of its leadership at all levels, which naturally remains essential; the 
initiative of grassroots organizations and activists, who must be ready to seize rapidly, 
imaginatively and responsibly the concrete opportunities which arise in life in order to 
implement our policy in a creative way -- that is the decisive question. This poses, 
with even greater force than in the past, the problem of the role of the cell, of all cells, 
of their regular activity, their political discussion, their aptitude for action, and 
thus the work of cell bureaus. And this increases the need for political assistance, 
which must be given to cell secretaries and to section leadership bodies, whose 
participation is essential to promote thought and stimulate mass activity on the part of 
their organizations. 


A greater capacity for initiative demands a higher political and ideological level. Today 
every communist and every party organization must, in order to face more complex 
situations more quickly, be capable of confronting in their daily actions the great 
questions of changing society and of finding answers to these questions which are both 
fundamental and specific. They must be well up on the development of national and 
irternational realities and the evolution of the knowledge and experience on which 

our strategy is based, so as to be able to master that strategy in depth, contribute 

to its continuing elaboration and implement it in an increasingly well-adapted way. 
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This makes it incumbent on the party to ensure really collective intellectual activity 
within the party. It also makes it essential for every communist to engage in personal 
labor and effort to broaden his knowledge, enrich his culture, deepen his thought and 
participate in the most active possible way in the party's life and the development of its 


policy. 


Hence the increased importance of the circulation of information and the critical exchange 
of experience, in which our press plays an essential part. Hence the need for a gore 
extensive effort -- continuing and diversified -- to educate communists at all levels 

of the party and to develop reading and fight for our books and journals. Hence the 
significance of creative theoretical research, putting into practice the 23d congress’ 

new ideas on the living nature of our theory and its links with our policy. In all 
spheies, beginning with history and the social sciences, Marxism is sore than ever 
demonstrating its fruitfulness through the collation of works and the public expression 

of their gains. The development of the Institute of Marxist Research is opening up vast 
prospects in all these spheres. 


A Broader Popularization of Our Policy 


Taking the initiative also means popularizing our policy through rapid, direct, multi- 
faceted propaganda linked with action and means taking part more and more rapidly in the 
daily battle of ideas. We must extend our efforts in this direction, particularly at 
enterprises. At the same time we must step up the democratic demand that television 
and radio at least speak honestly of our party and its activity and proposals. 


We devote particular attention to our national press and our three regional dailies. 

For 2 years great efforts have been devoted to the circulation of L'HUMANITE and 
L'HUMANITE DIMANCHE. These efforts have enabled us to reverse the downward trend and to 
ensure some progress in circulation. But they are not yet up to the level required by 
the current situation. The reading of our press by all communists is more essential 
than ever -- first and foremost the reading of L'HUMANITE, which expresses our policy 

day by day and is an irreplaceable means of circulating information and promoting thought 
in the party. Increasing the paper's circulation means making a powerful contribution 
to enlightening the working people, helping their struggles and increasing our influence. 
So this should be still more the concern of all the party leadership. At the same time 
efforts must be pursued to ensure that an upsurge in the circulation of revolution 
enables our weekly to play its full role in the country's political, ideological and 
cultural life. 





A Stronger Party 


Developing our initiatives in all directions in this way is inconceivable without a 

mass party that is stepping up its relations with the population and is thus very firmly 
installed, particularly in decisive areas: in enterprises -- big, medium-sized and small -- 
where millions of manual and intellectual working women and men are gathered, as well as 

in the people's cities. 


Our party, with 710,000 members and 27,500 cells, including 9,500 at enterprises, 

already has a considerable force at its disposal. The substantial progress made in this 
sphere since the 22d congress is one indication of the fruitfulness of the strategy 
adopted by the party at that congress. But this cannot be enough, since it is a question 
of forging a rallying of the people involving the vast majority of the nation. 


In this respect it is essential to form a good assessment of the opportunities offered 
by the current political situation. Tens and hundreds of thousands of men and vomen, 
above all young people, of different origins, education, experience and even philo- 
sophical and religious convictions could join our party. They wanted the left to win. 
They now want it to succeed, and hope to make the best possible contribution to this 
end. Even if they do not yet know our party well, they know they can count on it. 
They have their place among us. They must be welcomed unreservedly. 
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Naturally, this means that special attention must be devoted to the speedy integration 
of these new members, that conditions for welcoming them into our organizations must be 
substantially improved and that intensive educational work must be carried out to help 
them to adopt our policy and put it into practice, thereby immediately giving the utmost 
effectiveness to the correct choice they have made. 


A kKicher Democratic Life 
All this leads us to continue the effort to enrich the party's democratic life. 


This question must be the constant concern of every communist and the party as a whole. 

At a time when the revolutionary struggle is confronting new questions, when the aspiration 
for responsibility is continuing to increase and vhen we ourselves have placed democracy 

at the heart of our strategy, the conscious participation and creative, critical contribution 
of members to the elaboration and implementation of our policy are essential to progress. 


In this sphere our party has made much progress, and that is a good thing. It will continue 
to progress. It will do so by increasingly implementing its characteristic organizational 
principle: democratic centralisna. 


Free, profound discussion; majority decisions; their implementation by everyone, without 
excluding the right to retain a different viewpoint — these great rules define the only 
method of organization which corresponds to the demands of a party which is waging a 
revolutionary struggle and therefore needs a genuinly democratic life. That is why this 
is the specific mode of operation of the Communist Party. 


Democratic centralism enables every communist to participate fully in the party's life 

and its collective decisions and enables the party as a whole to base the effectiveness 

of its action, as well as its fidelity to commitments made to our people, on a joint 
resolution. It creates the means for a diversified and at the same time cohesive under- 
standing of reality, for thought which is both personal and collective, developing 

into practical initiative and based on experience of struggle. We are all the more committed 
to it in that it is more than ever the condition for the development and implementation 

of owr strategy and thus for the democratic advance to socialism. 


That is why our total opposition to the system of organization based on currents is self- 
evident. It is only necessary to observe to become convinced of this: Far from ensuring 
a richer exchange of ideas, the formation of currents crystallizes positions, reduced 
debate to ccoafrontation, aligns supporters behind leaders and personalizes all problems. 
With this system there can be no collective elaboration of strategy, and in many cases 
there can be no elementary guarantees of internal democracy for supporters, or any 
assurance that public commitments will not be called into question again by groupings of 
staff officers. The system of curremts is a caricature of democracy. It is the 

very opposite of what is suitable for a revolutionary party like ours. 


No indeed, our democratic life has no fear of comparison or criticism. Nor is it enclosed 
in fixed forms. The forms are modified as the conditions of the political battle evolve 
and as our strategy develops. It was in this spirit that the 234 congress made substantial 
anendments to our statutes. Initiatives have been taken to implement these, whether it 

is a question of the role of the National Council or of the discussion platform, which 
prepared one of its meetings to discuss our activity among intellectuals. 


We must continue along this path. The task of our leadership at all levels — from the 
Central Committee to the cell bureau — is to put this will into practice more effectively 
in the life of owr organizations. This is also a matter for every communist. The party's 
democratic life, while it has every opportunity to develop within the framework of our 
rules of operation, finds its wealth in the irreplaceable contribution of the experiences, 
thoughts, viewpoints and proposals of every member. 
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The party's cohesion, to which we are committed, has nothing to do with a monolithic 
approach. The idea that communists should renounce their differences and express themselves 
and react as one man is not our idea. Everyone comes to the party with his own reasons, 

his own experience, his own knowledge. Everyone is increasingly facing large-scale 
questions and a rapid succession of unprecedented situations, which give rise to numerous, 
rich and impassioned ideas and discussions. Far from fearing this diversity and vitality, 
we regard it as a great wealth which must be made to bear fruit. Just as diversity is 

not division, so unity is not uniformity. 


The 710,000 women and men of t»e PCF today have more reason than ever to reaffirm their 
fundamental choice, a choice they renew every year, to be members of the revolutiona-y 
party of the working class. 


To be a communist is to want to transform the world and to free mankind. The current 
situation in France offers a vast new field of application for this will. If our party 
has nearly always been in opposition throughout its long history, it is because those who 
exploit and those who oppress have hitherto nearly always been in power. But the party 
is only the implacable opponent of the forces of the past so that it is better equipped 
to be the builder of the future. 


To build the future; that is the task today. 


FITERMAN 4 FEB ADDRESS TO CONGRESS SESSION 





PM151423 Paris L*HUMANITE in French 5 Feb 82 p 10 


[“Text” of speech by Politburo Member Charles Fiterman at 24th PCF Congress on 4 February: 
"The Communists Have a Calling To Build, Administer, Govern”) 


[Text] Since Communists entered the government, a game has been played almost daily by 
one commentator or another. Their game consists of asking the question: “Are they 
ministers first and Communists second, or, vice versa, Communists... and then ministers?” 
It is as though Anicet le Pors, Jack Ralite, Marcel Rigout and I had to change costume 
and even ideas according to the place and tne circumstances. 





A serious problem! A bogus problem! No, gentlemen; rest assured we do not suffer from 
this painful split personality. We feel at home sitting around the table in the Council 
of Ministers to do our work there seriously and with a sense of responsibility, and ve 
feel at ease, very much at ease here, at this congress of French Communists. 


That is quite natural. Communists are not destroyers. They want to transform society, 
and that of course makes them oppose the forces of the old society, which continues to 
survive, fight all injustice and try to destroy every Bastille, cs the saying goes. This 
is the path they have to take. The desperate efforts made to prevent them from holding 
any responsibilities to isolate them and treat them like “barbarians who must be kept 
outside the city gates” have made them wage this struggle with increased determination. 


Let us recognize that although this long period of opposition that has been forced on 
Communists has developed their qualities, it may have also established certain reflexes 
and habits. I recall the suggestion made to us in an interview with that immensely 
talented entertainer Raymond Devos in L'HUMANITE DIMANCHE. He said: People misjudge you 
Communists. They think you are against everything. One day you should splash the words 
"We agree" across the whole front page of L'HUMANITE. 


A Sense of the General Interest 


But indeed, what are Communists if not fundamentally builders? The whole point of their 
ideal, of their commitment, is to work to achieve a concrete improvement in people's lives, 
to establish justice everywhere, to open up all realms of freedom to everyone, to 
contribute to the progress of the economy, technology, science and French culture and to 
beget and build a society that will be a milestone in the advance of French society and 


civilization. 
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This positive ambition has not remained mere talk; it has long been part of reality. 
Everyone is ready to recognize the devotion, initiative, competence and sense of the general 
interest shown by Communists holding responsible posts in every sort of association, in 

the leadership of town councils and departments and in the National Assembly. 


Within the same context how could they not, therefore, take their place in the government 
vith the same passion and devote themselves to serving the country now that the conditions 
tor participation have been created, partly, by their own struggle? 


Yes, the Communists have a calling to build, administer and rovern as they are, for what 
they are. And let us say without any false modesty that the fact that this possibility 

is now open to them again is a good thing for France. Im saying that, I am not losing 

sight of the concrete conditions and the political framework within which the new government 
was established. 


In the past period we put forward and defended the solutions we thought were the right ones 
that the country needed truly to emerge from the severe crisis it had sunk into. It is 
true that these solutions did not get the support we needed. We have suffered a setback, 
but we have not, however, changed our minds with respect to these solutions -- we have had 
no reason to do so. 


The fact that immediately and without hesitation, for reasons that have to do with the very 
foundations of our policy, we took into account the verdict of universal suffrage, as we did, 
does not imply any renunciation on our part. To be a democrat does not mean changing your 
mind depending on which way the wind is blowing. There has been no sudden change in the 
crisis, and what we proposed amounts to an objective and radical response to it. 


And then, to think that it is precisely the fact that we fought over the solution, and also 
the way we did so, that is responsible for our setback is, as we have said, to miss the point 
and gloss over the problem, thinking to resolve it. For that is to leave unanswered the 
question of why we were not able -- and we would not have been any more able if we had 
corrected this or that failing -- to gather enough support for our proposals for them to be 
not necessarily an alternative in themselves but a decisive basis for one. 


It is obvious that the reply to this question relates to evolutions and phenomena infinitely 
more deep-seated and longer term than the events of the last few years. 


Seed That Will Cerminate 


In the conditions created by these deep-seated tendencies, on the strength of the analysis 
that we have undertaken and of the new persepctive we have begun to offer to the country, 

we have chosen simply to fight. There is never dishonor in doing this for ideas that are 

just, and in doing it with sincerity we have sown a seed that will germinate. 


Having said that, as soon as the French people expressed their will, taking into account 
the fact that the insufficient backing we won had limited our possibilities, we had to 
answer the question of what, in the new situation, the choices were that could make it 
possible to alleviate the difficulties of millions of working people and families, improve 
the situation in the country and make progress toward the necessary changes. Our reply 
was unambiguous; we contributed to the victory of 10 May. With the PS, we sought to 
define -- within the framework of the new policies the country wanted -- sufficient 

common ground for governmental collaboration, and we succeeded in doing so. And, 

as the president of the republic suggested to us and as we ourselves had persistently 

been demanding for years, we took our place within the government. 


We did so because we were well aware that the only way to advance was with the majority of 
our people -- as it had expressed itself -- at their pace and basing ourselves on their 
experience. We did so because under any circumstances our calling is to be there as soon 
as a possibility — however tenuous it may be -- arises for improving the lot of the men 
and women of this country as well as that of the country itself. And how could we not 
have been there at a time when a wave of hope was sweeping the country?’ 








Finally; we did so because, without in any way underestimating the handicap of our setback, 
which has to be kept in mind, we cannot underestimate, either, the aspiration for change 
and the desire to obtain it contained fa the results of the polling last spring, and what 
we ourselves represent as a force whose reality is already proven in the fact that its 
presence seems necessary to the government. 


So we got down to work. You would be surprised if I said that the task vas easy. It 

is quite obviously not. First and foremost, we are running up against the many consequences 
of the disastrous policies pursued for so many years by governments of the right. There 

is a veritable conscant flood of letters, appeals, requests for meetings, gaps opening up 
all over the place that have to be plugged as a matter of urgency, files of multiple inter- 
linked probiems. 


Producing Appropriate Solutions 


Of course, we were expecting this. Let us say that we have not been disappointed. To 
confine myself to an example with which I am familiar, that of the French National Railway 
Company, I found myself faced with a company with certain indisputable technical achievements 
to its credit which was nonetheless also in a very difficult financial situation and had 
immediate urgent needs, sectors that were in ruins, others that were on a path of planned 
decline, and a steadily decreasing staff, all of which was having a profound effect on 
behaviour and mentalities. I would add that the situation cannot be assessed and dealt 

with outside the context of its relationship with other modes of transport, the roads 

and canals, and the difficult problems in these sectors themselves must be taken into 


account. 


This brings me to note in passing that on all questions of any importance, and those are 
not few and far oetvween, interministerial work is essential and is conducted according to 
the usual rules. Do problems arise? That's not at all surprising. The main thing is 
gradually to find appropriate solutions within the context of loyal and constructive 
cooperation t-at fits in with the policies chosen by the country. It is in this spirit 
that we work and have begun to make progress. 


And we are doing this with the help of an administration and officials whom we have not 
prejudged a priori and against whom we are taking care not to exercise any discrimination 
at any level, asking them simply to serve the state and the policies the French people have 
democratically chosen for themselves in accordance with French public officials’ tradition 
of loyalty and fidelity to the national interest. I have already said that things are 
proceeding satisfactorily, although it is true that any change requires effort. 


Some people have said that after six or seven months it is still too soon to make any 
assessments and I do not want to draw up a list here of the measures taken. They are 
numerous and varied and are the beginnings of a movement that is, overall, unquestionably 
positive. I would like to point out that this is due not only to the concrete results 
achieved in various fields on the basis of the decisions that have been adopted, but also 
to the fact that this new situation has made it possible to make progress with issues 
that had long been deadlocked and in many cases to open up new possibilities in a new 
climate. That is not to say that everything is going smoothly. 


We Have Only Just Started 


Of course, we are nowhere near the end of our task: we have only just started. Especially 
as the forces of the right, as was inevitable, are not doing anything to make things easier. 
Filibustering and the appeal to the Constitutional Council have delayed the implementation 
of the reforms necessary to establish the foundations for change or encouraged pressure to 
limit their scope. At the same time, leaders on the right like Messrs Chirac, D’Ornang and 
Giraud, even going so far as to shamelessly contradict certain past initiatives of their 
own, are not hesitating to give domestic political considerations priority in questions 
where the country's fundamental interests should be the sole consideration, for example, 
with regard to the contracts for gas supplies signed with the Soviet Union and Algeria. 
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There are also reservations about and resistance to supporting the policy of recovery, 
investment and winning back the domestic market, as well as those forms of pressure that 
consist in painting 4 catastrophic picture of the situation in a particular sector which 
is totally out of proportion to the real state of affairs, as the Federation of Real 
Estate Developers has just done. 


There is no justification for this behavior; the government of the left it not one of 
revenge. It has embarked on policies whose main objective is to boost economic activity, 
investment and employment and, to this end, it has increased the amount and range of assis- 
tance available and the incentives offered. Though there are still things to be done in 
particular fields the possibilities for doing them exist. Anyhow, the French people 
expressed their wishes. It is the duty of all who hold responsibilities in national life 
to respect those wishes. 


In this connection Premier Pierre Mauroy said a few days ago that “change must be continued 
and even resolutely accelerated” to make "1982 a decisive year in this respect.” This is 
of course very desirable. 


I recently visited the little commune of Novillars in Doubs Department. There is a paper 
mill there that was threatened with closure. Action by the staff and local elected repre- 
sentatives and intervention by the state made it possible to avoid this and keep half the 
staff on. The other half, 140 men and women -- with children and parents to support — are 
greatly upset because there is no other possibility of employment in the area. They came 
to see me, and I will never forget that scene nor the words of the union official who said 
to me, tears in his eyes: “We acknowledge that a step has been taken. Sut no one can 
rejoice if half of us are condemned to unemployment and poverty. You won't behave like 
preceding governments. We're counting on you. And don’t forget that 75 percent of 
Novillars voted for Francois Mitterrand.” 


Yes, the country needs change, it has to be pursued and developed vith seriousness and a 
sense of responsibility, but without delay. Let everyone be assured that the communist 
ministers are doing their best in their position and with their resources to achieve this. 
Although they are not, of course, claiming to be able to replace the necessary initiative 
from the millions of men and women who need change. 


The venture we have embarked upon, as everyone knows, is complex. But we have not speci- 
fied its duration in advance. We are not trying to play for time pending better days. 
We want to build better days by working, as we are doing, in the service of the country. 


Neither 19% nor 1945 


I want to say in this conmection that we must beware of simplistic comparisons with the 
past. This is neither 1936 nor 1945. There are many diffe'ences, which are not all of 
the same nature. 


I have mentioned the disposition of political forces, but also the fact that in assessing 
influence we must not confine ourselves to the figures. The struggles we have waged -- even 
in the context of the joint program, which, moreover, had the consequences we have men- 
tioned — have sown ideas and advanced the forces. These are important factors There are 
others. I am referring to the extent of the changes that have taken place in ‘rench society 
in the last three decades and at the same time to tive severity of the crisis that all this 
has resulted in. A crisis which embraces destruction, waste, upheavals, needs and far- 
reaching new aspirations. 





The international cavironment must also be taken into account. It is made wp of constraints 
that are more severe than in the past owing to the interpenetration of economies and the Links 
between currencies. But there are also profound changes that have taken place in the world 
that have a considerable effect on international relations, and on France's opportunities to 
develop -- within the framework of its alliances — its own policies and to act in an original 
way with its European partners. Ideas and lessons can be drown from the various inater- 


nationa, experiences. 


There are many people in our country who, on the basis of all this, seriously want the changes 
to progress and at the same time are looking to the long term in the hope that things work out 
and the forces of the left prove their ability to aaster so complex 4 situation, 
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The Future Is Wide Open 


For our part, it is on the basis of the facts that I have briefly mentioned that we are 
defining our path to French-style socialism the French vay, a path marked by political 
changes and by struggles which result in advances, surture new ideas and promote new 
options. And notice, by the way, how in a short space of time the fact that communists 
ate present in the government of a major Yestern country like ours has become normal -- 
I almost said commonplace -- for owr citizens, when not so long ago this vas proclaimed 
and perceived as heralding the worst catastrophes. It is not for nothing that forces 
opposed to change are now redoubling their efforts, dreaming of changing this situation. 
A priort, we are certainly taking a long-term view of our actions today -- including 
our actions within the goverment. We are and always will be ready to go as far as 
possible, as far as the peop'e of this country vant to go down the path of change. 


In his speech Georges Marchais described this choice as a challenge to our partners, 

using a phrase recalling the “democratic challenge” of 1973. And the approach ve have 
embarked on in very concrete terms today is basically the same as the approach that was 
begun then. I also have confidence in our ability to sustain our competition, which must, 
of course, serve our people and be harmonized with a constant concern to ensure, together 
within the union, the success of the jointly decided objectives. 


We communists have our faults, like anyone else, but also, and above all, we have original 
qualities which prompt us to defend the people's interests; to promote anything that con- 
tributes to national greatness and prosperity; to love peace and to be committed to friend- 
ship and equality among peoples; and to struggle to realize our ideal of justice and liberty 
via soclalicn. 


These are new times, exciting and uncertain ones. Nowhere is history vritten in advance. 
The future is wide open. In order to bulld it, owr people need us and vill need us even 
more tomorrow. 


PCI Message to Congress 
PM121121 Venice L°UNITA in Italian 7 Feb 82 p 15 


[Report om PCI message to PCF Congress delivered by delegation leader and Secretariat 
member Adalberto Minucci at Bobigny: “PCI's Greetings Message Delivered by Adalberto 
Minucci” — date not specified) 


[Text] Paris — Comrade Adalberto Minucci delivered the PCI's greetings to the French 
Communists’ Congress, speaking at a meeting in the city of Bobigny. Having recalled 
the long years of cooperation and solidaricy between the parties since the years of 
fasciem and the resistance and the class ties forged between the French workers movement 
and Italien migrants, Minwcc! expressed his pleasure at being able to convey the PCI's 
greetings actually in the city of Bobigny -- a city of important traditions for the 
workers and democratic movement, which has been governed by a leftwing administration 
and by communiet mayors for several decades. 


"Italian Communtsts and workers,” Minucci added, “enthusiastically welcomed the political 
turning point achieved in your country with President Mitterrand’s victory and the formation 
of a leftwing government with the communists’ direct participation. The policy of economic, 
eoctal and political reforms that you have undertaken, the resistance to their implementa- 
tion being presented by the conservative forces and the relationship between government 
initiative and the mass movement constitute an important experience not only for France 

but for communists and the left throughout Europe. We have long been convinced that 
eoctaliem tolerates no ‘models,’ that it {is not a commodity which can be forcibly imported, 
still lees exported. More than half a century of history has shown that socialist progress 
and building have succeeded in enabling several countries to surmount endemic conditions 

of backwardness and to achieve extraordinary social and civil gains that have helped to 
change the face of the world. But it has also shown that the conception and practice of 
the ‘single model’ tend to cause very serious damage, as confirmed by Poland's tragic 
crieis and as previously confirmed by other serious § crises.” 
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“It is now our belief that the phase in the development of socialism characterized by 
that conception and that pracrice has now exhausted its driving thrust. In our 
opinion, it is necessary to work to open up 2 new phase in the struggle for socialism. 
An essential contribution in this direction can and must come from the capitalist 
countries’ working class -- a working class whose political maturity is the result of 
major struggles for democracy and an experience of struggle in the places where the 
development and crisis of capitalism has reached its peak. It is in these countries 
that capitalism is tending increasingly to conflict with the historical gains of 
political democracy, with the citizens’ freedoms and rights and with the very function 
of the democratic institutions. And it is here that the struggle and the advance of 
the working class, by basing itself on the indissoluble bond between democracy and 
socialism, can make its own necessary contribution to transcending capitalism and to 
regenerating the entire revolutionary movement.” 


After stating that in the difficult struggle we are now waging in Italy our watchword 
is “peace above all,” Minucci continued: “Recently a broad unitary movement has 
developed in our country, as in a large section of Western Europe, against the 
establishment of new nuclear bases and weapons, for disarmament and for the resumption 
of detente. We have condemned and still condemn forcefully imperialisn's 
responsibilities in the new arms race, the danger posed by Reagan's aggressive 
attitudes and by U.S. intervention against liberation movements or in support of 
bloodthirsty and corrupt regimes -- from El Salvador to Nicaragua, from Guatemala to 
South Africa and South Korea. 


"Within this framework it is true that the existence of the blocs is a fact, but we 
too are convinced that a bloc policy and logic are not in line with the peoples’ 
interests and with the demands for peace. Peace and disarmament cannot be gained by 
setting power politics against power politics, show of strength against show of 
Strength. We are fighting for the success of the nuclear disarmament negotiations with 
a view to the elimination of the opposing military blocs. At the same time we are 
convinced that a major role can be played by the forces that do not want to identify 
with the bloc logic and that want a world no longer ‘frozen’ by the bipolar balance. 

We have in mind the possible role of Western Europe, which, to emerge from its crisis, 
needs greater autonomy from the stifling rule of the dollar and a new thrust to 
detente. It is no coincidence that several European governments have shown significant 
resistance to the U.S. rearmament policy. We have in mind the role in terms of dia- 
logue and peace that can be played by the broad front of nonaligned countries, which 
can only start to resolve the tragic problems of underdevelopment and famine within a 
policy of coexistence, disarmament and economic and scientific cooperation between 
North and South.” 


Approaching his conclusions, Minucci said: “This is one reason why we attach great 
importance to the development of profound ties of solidarity between the capitalist 
countries’ working class and the immense forces of the national liberation movements in 
the newly independent countries and the entire antiimperialist alignment. The very 
interests of peace now demand that the crisis in Poland be resolved by rapidly ending 
the military regime and restoring the rights and freedoms achieved during the 
admittedly turbulent renewal process. And the interests of peace also demand the 
rejection of the attempts by the United States and NATO to impose a policy of repri- 
sals and economic sanctions against the Polish people. For the sake of peace and a new 
phase in the struggle for socialism, the PCI, in line with a new kind of interna- 
tionalism, will do its utmost to maintain and develop relations of cooperation with all 
communist and workers parties and with leftwing and progressive forces -- relations 
based on the full autonomy and independence of every party and on equal dignity. By 
working together and by frankly and fraternally comparing our respective stances, we 
can issue a positive answer to the growing need for socialism now becoming apparent 
throughout the world and more pressingly than ever in the heart of old Europe. In this 
spirit, dear comrades, I convey to you, on the Italian Communists’ behalf, the most 
fraternal good wishes for good work and success.” 











Turkish Party's Creetings 


TA101735 (Clandestine) Voice of Turkish Communist Party in Turkish to Europe and Turkey 
0600 CMT 10 Feb 82 


[Greeting address by a member of the Turkish Communist Party delegation participating in 
the 24th Congress of the French Communist Party in Limoges, date not specified — 
read by announcer] 


[Text] Dear Comrades, the Turkish Communist Party [TCP] Central Committee greets the 24th 
Congress of the French Communist Party [PCF] with deepest wishes of success and extends 
the revolutionary struggle greetings of our country's working class and toilers. 


Comrades, your congress is being convened at a time when the U.S. imperialists and the NATO 
ringleaders are threatening the whole of mankind with their dangerous, adventurous and 
warmongering policies and attempts. Efforts to engage in a policy of confrontation with 
the socialist countries, to accelerate the arms race -- at the risk of being dragged into 

a thermonuclear war -- to deploy new U.S. missiles (?in Western Evrope), produce the neutron 
bomb, to declare as their region of vital interest countries and regions located thousands 
of miles from the United States and to spread the restricted nuclear war doctrine are 
increasing this danger. 


What lies ahead of the communists, the most persistent defenders of peace, as an urgent 
task is to struggle in order to foil these dangerous moves, to request the resumption of 
the arms limitation talks, and to realize the people's aspirations to coexist in peace. 
The TCP believes to be most important the persistent peace policies being pursued by the 
Soviet Union as well as the socialist countries and the responsible steps they are taking 
for the sake of all of humanity. The constructive peace proposals at all levels and for 
countries around the world advanced at the 26th CPSU Congress constitute the greatest and 
strongest assurance of all forces fighting for peace and progress. 


Comrades, in the general elections held in France in 1981, the large masses of the electo- 
rate openly opted for change in their country as well as for the restriction of the influence 
of the monopolies and for the elimination of problems created by unemployment and [word 
indistinct]. Presently, the PCF is responsibly struggling for steps to be taken in this 
direction in the economic, political, social and cultural fields, exerting devoted efforts 
for the unification of the broad forces of peace and democracy. It is at a time when such 
conditions and tasks have gained a great importance in France that your congress is being 
convened. 


Comrades, on 12 September 1980, after the reactionary military junta seized power in Turkey 
it began fiercely attacking the working class and the progressive forces in our country. 
These attacks are .ontinuing. The generals, who seized power under the pretext of eliminating 
terror and anarchy, are intensifying their pressure on the working class and its political 
and trade union organizations and on the progressive and patriotic forces -- which in fact 
had put up the most unyielding fight against terrorism. What the reactionary military 
dictatorship has accomplished since then is: 30,000 political prisoners -- according to 
official figures -- the execution of 10 persons, systemized torture -- including the 
democrats killed during this torture -- progressives being shot at in the streets, strong 
pressure imposed on the Kurdish people and an economic policy that has brought the great 
majority of the people to the verge of hunger. 


Currently 52 officials of the Confederation of Revolutionary Worker Unions [DISK] are being 
tried in a military court with the request of a death sentence for having only acted as trade 
unionists. 


In mid-December 1981, a series of suits were filed against the TCP -- the only communist 
party still banned in Europe. Members, sympathizers, even those who have no connection 
whatsoever with our party are also being tried and condemned to prison in these trials for 
having only supported the cause of peace and socialism and for having organized associations 
to this end. Onthe other hand, the persons mainly responsible for the terror, namely, the 
ring leaders of the Nationalist Action Party, are being released one by one. 
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In a bid to deceive the Western European public, the junta announced a schedule for the 
restoratior of democracy in our country. A consultative assembly composed of members 
appointed by the junta is being portrayed as a genuine parliament. However, the Western 
European public has not been deceived by these maneuvers. 


Though no draft of the constitution exists, reactionary and oppressive laws are being 
enacted one after the other in a bid to form the basis of the future constitution. 
University autonomy and independence of the judiciary are being harmed. Preparations 

are being intensified in a bid to eliminate the role of the large people's masses -- first 
and foremost of the working class -- in the life of the community. The people are being 
offered the choice of a reactionary dictatorship or a dictatorship based on the 
constitution. 


Comrades, the Reagan administration as well as the ringleaders of NATO, which are engaged 
in a worldwide warmongering, have reserved a special palce for our country. Pressure is 
being imposed on the junta and antipeople policies are being supported in various ways 
ways in a bid to force Turkey to play a more active role in our region against the 

Soviet Union and the national liberation movements. 


A joint defense group has been established between Turkey and the United States following 
the visit of U.S. Defense Secretary Weinberger to Turkey. There is information that 

secret agreements have been signed in connection with joint air fields. The U.S. adminis- 
tration is willing to deploy new missiles in Turkey as has been done in Western Europe. 

The Reagan administration as well as the NATO ringleaders are openly supporting the pressure 
being exerted in Turkey, the mass trials and the violation of the basic human rights and 
liberties. The Turkish communists and the Turkish people are therefore determined to 
expose the deceiving stand on the Reagan administration and the NATO ringleaders in 

favor of workers and democracy in Poland. A legal acaministration is ruling in Poland. 
Constitutional measures have been taken in Poland to eliminate the anti-socialist and 
antirevolutionary forces; while in Turkey the constitution has been completely abolished 

by the military junta. The 52 officials of DISK are being tried with the threat of a death 
sentence for only having conducted union activities. In contradiction of the Helsinki 
Final Act, members of the TCP are being condemned to prison for their political beliefs. 


Comrades, since May 1981, the reactionary dictatorship in Turkey has intensified its 
attacks against the TCP. Police raids are being accompanied by a disgusting anti-communist 
campaign being waged in the reactionary press organs. 


The TCP Central Committee has nevertheless successfully convened its plenum in August 1981. 
The TCP is continuing to struggle in conditions much harsher than in the past and is 
trying to accomplish its tasks of providing the political unity of the Turkish working 
class, of organizingthe unity of action of the broadest democracy forces and of estab- 
lishing a single (?front) of all the national democratic forces. 


I vould like to announce to you here on this occasion a very significant development. 
In February 1982, discussions have been held at the highest level among the Turkish 
Labor Party, the TCP and the Turkish Socialist Workers Party, which are the parties of 
the Turkish working class. The three parties agreed to organize the relations among 
them, to coordinate their political struggles and to intensify activities for estab- 
lishing the widest possible front. 


The development has great importance for the Turkish working class and for the progressive 
forces of our country. It is also a powerful answer tothose who speak about the 
(?invalidity) of Marxism-Leninism, because the joint appeal issued at the end of the meeting 
is concrete proof of the fact that Marxism-Leninism is a very powerful force under the 
present conditions. 


Comrades, the solidarity movement in France with the Turkish working class and the 
forces of peace and democracy has been growing since the reactionary junta assumed power 
in Turkey. It has especially increased following the trials aimed against the syndical 
and political organizations of the Turkish working class. 








The PCF is in the forefront of this [word indistinct] solidarity movement in France. We would 
like to thank you, and, first and foremost, PCF Secretary General Comrade Georges Marchais, 
for this internationalist solidarity. The TCP is attached to the PCF with ties of common 
struggle ideals and internationalist solidarity. The TCP extends its best wishes of success 
to the 24th Congress of the PCF. 


tong live the PCF! 
Delegates Discuss Poland 


PM111505 [Editorial Report] Paris L"HUMANITE in French on 8 February carries on pages 9-12 
a 12,000-word unattributed report giving extracts from speeches made by delegates to the 24th 
PCF Congress during the general debate on 5 and 6 February. L*HUMANITE quotes from speeches 
made by two delegates on 6 February on the Polish question: 


“After stressing the emotion they aroused among the French Communists, Sylviane Ainardi (Haute- 
Garonne) stated that events in Poland do not conflict with our view that socialism contains 
inconsistencies and also the means of overcoming them. 


"It is necessary to take account of the socialist countries’ starting points before discussing 
Poland's development since the last war, its handicaps and achievements, and its inconsistent 
development, characterized in particular by a rate of production that does not correspond 
either to the workers’ potential or their level of awareness. 


"The question of democracy, which has a universal value, is posed differently in each practi- 
cal situation, depending on the country. The effort to understand, and the desire to see the 
Polish people overcome the difficulties prevent us from taking a generalized and narrow view 
of the situation. This situation is not one in which there is on one side an incompetent and 
ossified Polish United Workers Party [PZPR] and on the other a conscious working class possess- 
ing the truth revealed by Solidarity. 


"Our party's position is the most responsible one from the viewpoint of the interest of social- 
ism and the Polish people. It is the expression of our will to do all we can to ensure that 
Poland resumes its forward march for socialist renewal and for a return to democratic life." 


L'HUMANITE also gives extracts from a speech by Northern Federation Delegate Jacques Estager: 


"Aside from some legitimate questions, the Communists in the north have unreservedly approved 
of the position adopted by our party, and have done so for three fundamental reasons: First, 
as of 13 December it was necessary to avoid an internal confrontation at any price since that 
would be suicida] for the Polish nation. The risk of civil war was a reality in Poland in 


December. 


"Our party's position is the only possible one in view of the Polish people's vital interests. 
It takes account of the great threat the destabilization of Poland would pose to peace. 


"The second reason is that this position makes the solution to the present situation in Poland 
dependent on the restoration of constitutional rights and individual freedom, the resumption of 
the process of socialist renewal and the pursuit of reforms. That solution does not depend on 
us. It is the Polish people who write their own history. By taking account of the intentions 
expressed by General Jaruzelski in the letter to Georges Marchais, we are taking account of 
the only possible democratic solution to the Polish crisis. 


"Our third reason for approving the party's position is that it does not undermine our inde- 
pendence of judgment and in no way limits our consideration and analysis of the problems 
posed by the development of socialism in Poland and elsewhere. It leaves us completely free 
to assess, as the draft resolution states, ‘the reality of progress and contradictions in the 
socialist countries without narrow-mindedness or prejudice....°" 
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“The working class in the north stops and thinks when it sees the employers of the 
region heading a campaign in favor of Solidarity and trade union rights in Poland with 
their political representatives and their newspaper NORD ECLAIR...because the workers 
remember October and November 1948, when a state of emergency was declared in the mining 
area. When the mines were occupied by the army, 3,000 strikers were arrested, 2,200 
were given prison sentences ranging from 2 weeks to 1 vear, thousands were fired, some 
of whom only had their rights as regards the number of years counted toward their retire- 
ment recognized after the 10 May victory.... 


"The aim is not to explain events in Poland by imperialism's machinations. Nor is it to 
close our eyes to the machinations of imperialism, for which the situation in Poland 
is an unexpected opportunity to try to destabilize a socialist country in difficulty.... 


"In France recently a number of statements tried to call into question the Yalta 
agreements. Last Saturday the president of the republic, speaking about Poland, 
suggested that the Polish people are paying for the Yalta agreements and have been 
under martial law since the postwar period. 


“The tragic consequences of World War II for the Polish people are not the result of 
the Yalta agreements but of the ruin and destruction caused by the war; the cities 
razed, the accumulated ravages and disasters and the 6 million dead. 


“Jacques Estager demonstrated that socialism instead has enabled Poland to experience 
a remarkable economic development arising from that disastrous situation. 


“That is why, in our view, we are not witnessing the historical failure of socialism, as 
some people are hurriedly presuming and declaring, but the failure of a policy at one 
stage in Poland's development, whic’ led the PZPR to move away from the people in a 
dramatic way. The Polish crisis proves that democracy is the key question in socialist 
societies. It shows that unless that requirement is taken into account, it can have 
serious results.” 


HERMIER PRESENTS RESOLUTION COMMISSION REPORT 





PM161627 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 8 Feb 82 pp 8-9 


{Text of 24th PCF Congress Resolution Commission report, presented by Politburo Member 
Guy Hermier; passages between slantlines printed in italics] 


[Text] On 9 October the Central Committee adopted a draft resolution in preparation for 
the 24th Congress, and this was submitted to the whole party for examination and published 


by L'HUMANITE a few days later. 


The importance of that document stems from the fundamental problems we are facing. Indeed, 
the whole analysis of trends in French society and the world leads us to this immensely 
significant conclusion: Socialism is now the order of the day in our country. The 
unprecedented political situation created last May makes that strategic view a practical 
task. In these conditions we are able to assess better than ever the value of the 
advances made at our 22d and 23d congresses, which now enable us to provide a prospect 

for the people's hope: a French brand of socialism. 


But those advances remained partly dependent on the political circumstances in 

which we had to make them. The 22d congress defined the characteristics of the French 
brand of socialism, but that historic innovation still sought expression in the logic 

of the joint program, which contradicted it. The 23d congress in turn outlined the 

path of the self-managing advance toward socialism, but it was scarred by the difficulties 
resulting from the breakdown cf the leftwing union, which clouded the awareness of 

a large section of the workers. 











Therefore, in the mew period the country entered there was a need to review the 

whole question of our strategy. Our party's serious setbacks in the 1981 elections 
placed a direct obligation on us to do so. Clearly understanding the reasons for this 
setback in order to start forward again on better footing, highlighting the full scope 
and implicatons of the crucial choices made at our last two congresses and giving deeper 
consideration to the new political practice, enabling us to implement those choices, are 
the ma‘or questons life was posing for us. It is these questions the 24th ¢ongress 
document answers. 


Each communist has fully appreciated what is at stake in that document. That is why 
the discussion we are able to assess today was distinguished by its scope, depth and 
democratic richness. 


As regards its scope, I would like to recall that the consideration of the new situation 
was started back at the Central Committee session last June. Based on the lessons 
learned from 3 months of discussion in the party, the draft resolution vigorously revived 
the debate. For almost 4 months our cells generally, have devoted several meetings 

to it and — I stress this — they were well attended. Thus tens of thousands of 

cell meetings prepared the section and federal conferences. That vast discussion 

was expressed in the forum to which L'HUMANITE devoted a whole page and sometimes more 
for 58 days. No less than 957 contributions were sent to us, and 230 were published; 

and they alone would form a large volume of around 1,000 pares. Never before has one of 
our party congresses been prepared with such a prolonged and extensive debate. 


In addition to that scope, the discussion had depth, concentrating, like the draft 
resolution, on our strategy itself. The party meetings and conferences, the contribu- 
tions published and the amendments proposed concentrated more than usual on the 
essence of the most important questions -- the questions of the changes in France 

and in the world, our backwardness and progress, existing socialism and the socialism 
France needs, the struggles and the union leading to it and the new practice they 
require from the party. It is probably also true to say that the drafting of the 
basic aspects of our policy has never before concerned all communists to this extent. 


This broad and far-reaching discussion was democratic throughout in the full sense 

of the word. In saying that I do not simply mean no taboo subjects; there was no 
opinion, however extreme, that was not given full freedom to be expressed, even in 
L'HUMANITE'S forum — so much so that the enemy press was shocked into silence for a 
time. I mean something more profound: The responsible boldness ofa debate which, 
while demonstrating the Communist's fidelity to the revolutionary voice of the Tours 
congress and the achievements made in our history, succeeded in making a public critical 
examination of our past lag and assessing the efforts we now still have to make if the 
party is to play its vanguard role fully. 


Freedom in discussion and responsibility in action -- that is the democracy that 
characterizes our party, a democracy which, in our view, is not just a good thing per se 
but is a vital precondition for constantly and accurately drafting the strategy 

of the democratic advance to socialism. That will obviausly not convince those 

whose anticommunism is their social justification. After the long passages Georges 
Marchais devoted to this question in his report and the confirmation provided by 

the congress’ discussion, I will simply say to those people that when it comes to 
democracy we are never completely satisfied when we examine ourselves, but we have reason 
to be proud when we compare ourselves with others. 


So what are the results of this vast debate in the party on the political line proposed 
by the draft resolution? Of the 20,514 delegates at the federal conferences, 20,189 
voted for thedocument, 232 abstained and 93 voted against. To our knowledge 86 

cells out of 27,541 and 5 sections out of 3,090 voted against the draft. Thus, 

at the end of a broad, far-reaching and free discussion relating to complex pressure 
from outside to sow confusion, the vast majority of communists voted for the strategy 
proposed. This is a major political act; an act which is even more meaningful because 
everything shows that this party unity is the reverse of superficial unanimity. 














It is the unity of a way of thinking and a will for action fed by a great diversity 
of viewpoints and experiences. It is the unity of a /great living party/. 


Recently a political columnist who previously predicted a long life for the Ciscardian 
government diagnosed countless crises in our party, described it as torn apart by internal 
opposition and concluded by condemning it to retirement. Well, if there is anything 
senile about French political life it is this obdurate concept of journalism which 
constantly replaces the most obvious facts with biased commentaries. As for us, 

backed by the strength of our living unity, we have good and real reasons for 

viewing the present and future confidently. 


Dear comrades, the commission which you elected Wednesday has studied all the amend- 
ments handed to it in other words the 465 amendments adopted by the federal conferences 
and also the 1,635 which they did not adopt and those which, although they had not 

been adopted at any level, were sent to it by individual members in accordance with our 
rules. Thus the commission had to examine a total cf 2,565 amendments. It would be 
an understatement to say that this provided it with some work, but the commission is 
not complaining because all those amendments were a source of great richness. 


After expressing an initial opinion on those amendments, it informed you of that opinion 
in the form of the document handed to you yesterday morning, in which all the amendments 
which we suggest you adopt are underlined. The delegations were able to discuss that 
document, they accepted our reasons or put forward their own, and it is on the basis 

of that discussion that the commission has improved or added to its proposals in a leaflet 
handed to you early this afternoon. 


In these circumstances, I obviously do not propose to go over each amendment in detail. 
I would simply like, on the commission's behalf, to briefly outline the principles 
which guided it and then dwell on the four political questions which dominated our work. 


Our basic principle was, broadly, to adopt the amendments adopted by the federal conferences, 
which condense the party's very rich discussion. In addition, we considered that some 
amendments not adopted by the federal conferences deserved to be adopted by the congress. 
Consequently, we proposed that you adopt 241 amendments, many of which overlap on some 

points and which, in form and content, will clarify and enrich the document and hence 

the policy which the whole party will have to inplement after its adoption. 


I would like to mention one of the additions to the initial text which posed a problem 
for us, as it did for several federal corferences. It concerns alcoholism. After careful 
consideration, believe me, we came round to the opinion taken by the federal conferences 
which, while refusing the place this question on the same level as that of drugs -- a 
refusal which the commission goes along with -- thought that we should nonetheless draw 
attention to the worrying resurgence of this social scourge. 


However, we set aside the amendments which seemed to us to pointlessly overload the 
document or to alter its form -- a form which has not always been regarded as easy 

but corresponds to the high level of the problems tackled. For instance, we do not 
think it appropriate to spell out the party's positions on individual points -- for 
instance in the sphere of social demands, education policy or international cooperation. 
Indeed those positions are explained in documents which are not rendered null and void 
by the congress, unless the reverse is specifically indicated. 


The same applies to the assessments we have already made of our past action. For 
instance, to cite just one example, we said several years ago that it was a mistake 

not to immediately publish Georges Marchais' report to the Central Committee session 
convened to give its verdict on the joint program in 1972. Of course, that statement 

is still valid. Consequently, repeating it in the first part of the document is not 
only unnecessary in our view, but unjustified because it would divert attention from the 
basic problem: the fundamentally unsuitable nature of the joint program strategy, 

which would not have been altered in any way even if we had published the report in 

1972 and not in 1975. 
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The same approach cade us decide not to adopt amendments stressing the need to continve 
the examination of our history. We did that simply because that need was forcefully noted 
by the 23d congress and since then that research has been developed and has borne fruit. 
It goes without saying that it will be continued, especially within the framework of the 
Marxist Research Institute, and it will deal not only with our history but with French 
society and its changes, the French political parties and their strategy, the socialist 
countries and their development and many other questions tom. The fact that we think that 
our 24th congress has drawn all the essential /political/ lessons of these recent decades 
in no way contradicts the need to further research on our history. 











I would like to say another word -- actually about a word: the word /alliance/. Some 
comrades have wondered why that term does not feature in the document to describe the 
relations established in action between the working class and other social strata or 
categories. I must point out therefore that the problem has already been discussed, 
especially at the Bobigny National Council Meeting on the Intellectuals and Culture, not 
of course -- is there any need to stress this -- to regress at all on this crucial question 
but, on the contrary, because the not‘on of alliance in some respects seems tc lag behind 
the social changes which have occurred in the recent period and which, for instance, mean 
that most technicians and a number of engineers are now an integral part of the working 
class from the economic viewpoint. Thus this is a vast unsolved problem on which we think 
that the resolution should take care not to freeze current thinking. 


After making these remarks I now come to the great political questions on which the debate 
rightly centered and which in some cases were the subject of proposed amendments which fairly 
radically alter the draft resolution'’s political line but, this deserves to be strongly 
emphasized, have never received more than a few votes at the federal conferences. 





The 1977-1981 Period 


The first question is that of the assessment to be nade of the 1977-1981 period. It is a 
question which has generated a great deal of discussion and is generally regarded as a 
question on which the whole party, through this rich debate, has gained great maturity of 
thinking and great cohesion of thought. However, some comrades have said, one of them even 
on the congress platform, that the document did not satisfy them on this point. According 
to them, it is in our behavior over the past 4 years, in our policy and its implementation 
that the reasons for our electoral setback should mainly be sought. Some, a very few, 

went further: We should make a self-critical examination of this period as a “sectarian 
interlude” in our strategy. But if those comrades were right and the fault lay with our 
behavior from 1977 onwards it was /only then/ that our election results should have fallen. 
Everybody is well aware that that is not the case and that the erosfon of our support began 
well before, including in the 1973 parliamentary elections and the 1974 by-elections. 


There is therefore /another reason./ It is impossible to escape this conclusion. And ve 
now see clearly that the other reason was the fact that we were lagging behind history at 
the intersection between the 1950's and 1960's. Of course it is not that lag in itself 
which directly explains our bad election result last year. But it is all the effects it 
had on our strategy and our political practice. It is what /we did not do/ in time, because 
we failed to realize quickly enough that socialism had become a matter of direct relevance 
in France and hence to draw up the concept of a French brand of socialism quickly enough, 
to adopt the appropriate approach to the conflict between the real level of awareness and 
the level of the requirements for a fundamental transformation of society. And it is what 
/we did/ instead, the unsuitable form of union in which we locked our own political action, 
with all the negative consequences to which the draft resolution points. 








Does this deep and true analysis lay the responsibility at another's door and draw a veil 
over the real problems of the 1977-1981 period? Quite the reverse. It alone makes it 
possible to understand the following paradox: It was at the very time when, at our 22d 
and 23d congresses, we were drawing up our strategy of democratic progress toward a demo- 
cratic kind of socialism, in other words at the time when we /were solving/ the central 
problem facing us, that we had most difficulty in making a section of the workers heed 

ws because the logic of the joint program, to which we ourselves had given life, countered 
all our efforts. It alone makes it possible to gauge the achievements of the past 4 years, 
in which we began, against all the odds, to implement this strategy, and the new policy of 
union it implied, by waging struggles and by scoring points which are crucial for today 
and the future. In fact, as it was very well expressed in our congress discussion itself, 
it was precisely what we have had the courage to do since 1977 that made 1981 possible and 
that ensured, as the draft resolution says, that “It is in no way inevitable that the situ- 
ation will commit the country to a social democratic experiment.” 


That is the decisive lesson of the experience. That is why we propose that the congress 
adopt no amendment which, however just it might be, in any way undermines the scope of 
this analysis, which is crucial not only in understanding the past but in taking effective 
action in the present struggles. 


Protagonists in Change 


This brings me to the second question which deserves attention. The thing which emerges 
forcefully from this necessary review of our history is, therefore, the relevance of the 
strategy which we have drawn up, the need for the whole party and for each communist to 
fully develop its implications. And we must do this not in an abstract way but in a new 
practical situation which is unprecedented for the party. It is understandable that this 
should raise many questions on which I would like to dwell. 


First I would iike to point out that during the 4 months which have passed since the draft 
resolution was adopted, things have of course moved forward in the country. It has been 
said once again here that they have moved in the right direction but major problems still 
have to be solved -- problems on which we have choices to advocate, proposals to make and 
action to take. Many amendments relate to this potat and it is on the basis of them that 
the commission proposes that you should very considerably enrich the document. 


But the main question which arises from the very progress in the situation is, of course, 
that of how far it will go. For our part we refuse to answer this frequently asked question 
by making prophecies. We say the progress vill go as far as the workers want and at the 
pace they choose. In other words we are not taking gambles as spectators but are shoulder- 
ing our responsivilities as protagonists in the change, determined to do all we can to 
ensure that it goes as far and fast as possible, in the interests of the people and the 
nation. 


That is why the commission did not follow those who thought that the document should say 
more on this subject and describe the nature of the PS. If that means that it should 
unambiguously highlight the fundamental differences which exist between the PS and the 
PCF, in our view the document as it stands says all that is necessary. But it sometimes 
seems that the aim of that proposal is more or less to enclose the assessment of the present 
situation and the prospects for its development in a definition of the PS. In our view 

to do that would be to replace the analysis of a practical and open situation with abstract 
and closed pronouncements. However, the balance of forces in French society is not only 

a fact, it is also and more especially a result -- the result of the workers’ action, of 
our revolutionary action. Will the hope of change be dashed or will our country instead 
progress toward socialism? That depends on our people and, to a large extent, on us, on 
the inventive implementation of our strategy, on what the document calls a new political 
practice, which is certainly the decisive question now. 
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That brings me to another remark. Faced with this view of the democratic advance toward 
socialism, some comrades expressed anxiety. For them the concept constitutes an abandonment 
of the idea of breaking with capitalism, of a revolutionary leap, on the pretext that things 
happened differently at other times and in other places and that they vere envisaged 
differently by Marx and Lenin in the circumstances they experienced -- as if the class 
struggle could boil down to citing the classics. 


Those comrades are deeply mistaken. The social appropriation of the main means of production 
and exchange and political power of the working people in which the working class plays a 
leadership role, which is what we advocate and are fighting for, have not stopped being a 
break with capitalism just because they take forms in France today different from those 

of collectivism and the dictatorship of the proletariat. The outlook outlined by the 

draft resolution and Georges Marchais’ report -- that of the democratic advance toward 

a democratic and self-managing socialism /is certainly a revolutionary outlook/ and the 
class enemy makes no mistake about it. 


The real question lies elsewhere: It lies in the concept of socialism and of the path 
leading to socialism which corresponds to our specific situation. On the basis of the 
contemporary situation of France and the world, the revolutionary break in our country 
clearly cannot be some kind of repeat of the capture of the Winter Palace, a /moment/ 
when everything teeters, but instead must be a /process/ which takes place over a whole 
historical period of struggles. It is this which those who confuse the chaff of words 
with the grain of deeds fail to see. We can go further: To persist in viewing the 
revolutionary break in France today as a final moment, a great evening in the future for 
which we could now do nothing but gather forces, is in fact to /back down/ in the face 
of the requirements of the revolutionary battle. For the crisis requires fundamental 
changes in French society without delay and we must progress toward socialism without delay. 


That is the essence of the new political practice which cannot be detached from our strategy. 
In this respect it has been stressed that our lag is not entirely the result of the past. 
ithout underestimating the experience acquired, we must devise the daily practice 

necessary to achieve further progress in the situation and in people's awareness in order 

to 'ift the people's movement to the level of the changes to be made. Valuable ideas vere 

put forward on this subject at the December Central Committee session and in the 

discussion and amendments adopted by many federal conferences. We suggest to you that 

these be included in the documenc. 


The Socialist Countries 


The third question which dominated our work is that of the socialist countries and, of 

course, especially the situation in Poland since 13 December. Many federal conferences 
adopted amendments or expressed wishes aimed at including in the document a short outline 

of the position we have adopted on this subject. It is absolutely remarkable that those 
wishes and amendments all show, without exception, complete agreement with that position, 

with our analysis of the causes which led to these tragic events, with our responsible 

attitude in face of the formidable campaign to pour fat onto the fire, with our deep wish 

that the Polish nation might find in itself the necessary resources to provide the solutions 
for its problems which socialism makes possible. It is for that reason that we are introducing 
a new development into the text. 


It is only natural that those events should have forcefully revived the thinking and debate 
on the historical development of existing socialism. Given the extreme wealth of the 
report presented by Georges Marchais on this question I will merely make one remark. The 
communists are being strongly urged from all sides to give up on the socialist countries 
once and for all. In vain. The reason why that siren song was rejected by virtually all 
the delegates at the federal conferences and by our congress itself is that giving in to 
it would be the most fundamental historical mistake. 
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Indeed, how can anybody fail to see that it is primarily the existence and strength of 

the socialist countries which mean that the world is not doomed to the apocalypse today. 

It is their existence and their strength which have enabled mankind to go 37 years vithout 
experiencing a world war. That is just ome sentence but is full of blood and tears. It 

is their existence and strength which have enabled and are enabling dozens of peoples in 
Asia, Africa and America to open the door wider to national and social emancipation. That 
too is crucial for those who regard class solidarity at international level as empty words. 
And it is primarily because socialism exists in the world, whatever judgment we freely 
pass on some of its aspects, that we can envisage building a French brand of socialiss 

in France. 


That is the class meaning of this vast question. Big capital and imperialism are not 
only aware of it, they are obsessed by it. That is the reason for the formidable 
campaign which the media are waging against socialism and, more widely, against any idea 
of progress -- a campaign for which France (s preferential ground and in which our party 
is the main target. Many people expected change in the media after 10 May. However, for 
the most part there has been no change. Worse still: The events in Poland have provided the 
opportunity for an unprecedented wave of lies. 


But enough is enough. The federal conferences have just revealed what could be described 
without exaggeration as a qualitative change in the state of mind of the communists and 
many others. Nearly all the conferences adopted amendments on this point, each saying 

in their way: This time things have gone far enough. We will no longer tolerate this 
impudent challenge to the majority will for democratic change. Let the political and 
professional circles of the press and broadcast media note that a considerable political 
and cultural event is occurring. Democratic change in the media is becoming a powerful 
social demand and a political and moral requirement in France today. 


The Right to Pluralist and Honest News 


In this connection, if the congress will permit me to, I would like to make a brief aside 
in this report. Probably like many of you, I have heard commentaries here and there, 
especially on the Europe 1 Radio Station, on the decision I took yesterday not to take 
part in Sunday evening's Press Club program. All the different suppositions made on 

that subject lead me to explain why I took that entirely unusual decision. I did it for 
reasons of dignity and responsibility. 


It is a matter of dignity because, although we communists are accustomed to being slandered 
and insulted and to seeing our policy caricatured, we are not resigned to it. I do not 
think that being a communist should force us to accept anything in this sphere. When an 
intolerable point has been reached it should not be tolerated. 


It is also a matter of responsibility because, as everybody can see at present, the right, 
which is sometimes described as the American Party, and the left that is leftwing only in 
name, which have great influence on Europe 1, are doing all they can to try to make the 
PCF and PS oppose each other and to create the conditions for breaking the government 
coalition and the people's hope. 


Well, they can indulge in these petty political maneuvers if they wish, but I say quite 
calmly: Do not expect the co.munists toc go along with these maneuvers or to witness 
doubts being cast on the people's desire for charge without reacting. 


To return to the thread of my report, I would like to say that, in keeping with the 
spirit of many dozen amendments and wishes expressed by the federal conferences, we 
propose that a large section on the media be added to our text. But obviously on this 
questior, as on others, it is not enough to talk, we must act. That is why, from the 
platform of this congress and, | am sure, on your behalf, we appeal to all communists, 
to all those men and women who want democratic change: Take every opportunity to say 
in the most diverse ways what you think of radio and television to the professional 
public deceivers. Join with the wrkers to take this battle for freedom a very long 
way in order to secure respect for this now fundamental human right: the right to 
pluralist and honest news. 
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Party Democratic Life 


All these struggles raise the question of the kind of party that should advance then -- 
2 party that continuously takes the initiative and meets the very high political and 
ideological standards demanded by the situation. The commission has adopted all the 
amendments which it considered enriched the document in this direction. But finally, 

I would like to discuss for a moment the issue that has undoubtedly prompted the most 
discussion in this regard: the party's democratic life. 


At the beginning I stressed the extent to which the preparation of this 24th congress 
confirmed the fruitiulness in our life of our organizational principle: democratic cen- 
tralism, the principle of freedom and responsibility at the same time, which ve must 
increasingly inject into our work at all levels within the party and in all fields of 

our practical life. However, some comrades objected to the principle itself. Are we really 
being thorough, they ask, in our deliberations on the lag and in our critical process? 

We have abandoned the dictatorship of the proletariat, the single model of socialism and 
Marxism-Leninism, but to remain consistent with ourselves, we should abandon this obsolete 
Bolshevik idea, namely democratic centralism. Nobody has said that it should be 
exchanged for the obsolete reformist idea of the system of tendencies, and this is worth 
noting. But the question has clearly been raised and I will answer it. 


First, I would point out that this argument is based on a complete distortion of our 
process of innovation, which is dismissed as a mere abandonment of our theoretical and 
political principles. 0, we have abandoned none of the principles of the revolutionary 
class struggle by discarding, as far as we were concerned, the inappropriate notion of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in favor of a democratic concept of the power of the 
working people; we have abandoned nothing of scientific socialism by rejecting the 
strict idea of a single model of socialism and have abandoned nothing of our fundamental 
theory by surmounting the constructions and ossifications of Marxism-Leninism for a truly 
living and open conception of Marxism. And in the same way we have not yet /abandoned 
any aspect/ of democratic centralism by now going beyond the forms it may have taken at 
a particular past period in our history in order to harmonize it with our self-managing 
strategy. 


Is our democratic centralism a rigid principle’ To say that is to underestimate our 
constant progress in this sphere too. Over the recent period, without claiming to make 
an exhaustive assessment, I would like to recall for instance that we have created and 
operated the party National Council, extended the organization of discussion forums to 
occasions other than the preparations for the congress, recognized each member's right 

to send amendments rejected at a particular level directly to the congress, accepted 

the notion of resignation from the party and discontinued the practice of expulsion for 
political disagreement, ended any role of arbitration and officialization by the leader- 
ship in the sphere of theoretical and artistic creation, instituted the right of indi- 
viduals to run for any office, introduced the secret ballot in the election of the 
leadership bodies and the publication of the votes obtained, extended not only the 
responsibilities but the rights of members in the new rules adopted by the 234 congress. 
The course of the discussion at this 24th congress has itself demonstrated that nothing 
is rigid for us. I could extend this list. Life will lead us to extend it still further. 
Yes, there is no doubt that everything, particularly the very nature of our strategy, 
requires us to constantly enrich our concept and practice of democratic life. That 

is precisely why we are and will remain unswervingly opposed to the formation of factions, 
which, as all the indications show, turns its back on democracy. 


But it is important to see clearly the new conditions in which the question of our demo- 
cratic life is now raised. For instance -- and this will be my last remark -- I was 
speaking just now of themedia’s role. We are sometimes critici»s. °° making communists 
into television members [of the party] -- that is the fashiona’ ion. Well! 
Let's discuss that. 
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Ic is true that today, given the present state of means of communication and the acute 
mature of the class struggle, any important event and even any stance imposed hurriedly 

by current events on the party leadership, for instance, inevitably reaches communists via 
radio and television /before/ they have been able to find out about it in L*HUMANITE -- not to 
mention those who do not read it. Everything, therefore, first reaches them loaded with 
distortions, punctusted with omissions and stifled under the treachery of the commentator -- 
it is frequently unrecognizable. 


Take our congress for instance. We vh> are here cannot be told stories about it. But what 
about all the other communists’? If there had not been conflicting aspects in the speeches 
we have heard the media would have told them: high mass is being celebrated. Were there some 
conflicting aspects’? Sever sind, they spoke of orchestration. So what can be done about 
this impossible situation? Showld the leadership remain silent and the communists stop 
listening to the radio and watching television? 


Of course nobody can think that way. But we must think this problems through. If the class 
struggle to win over everybody's mind now has a new intensity, we must all be communists of 
anew quality. In other words we sust be communists vho are, as far as they can be. fully 
linked to the party's life, reading its press, active in their cell, anxious to raise their 
level of education, constantly using their critical and inventive spirit. In short we 

must be communists who are aware that all these questions sometimes seen as routine rubrics 
at the end of resolutions are in fact now questions which are /decisive/ for developing our 
democratic life and having a party capable of meeting its historical responsibilities — 
the responsibilities which make us take as this congress’ sign: “Building a French Brand of 
Socialiss.” 


These are the remarks and proposals which I was asked to submit to you on the commissions’ 
behalf. These are the reasons why we propose that you adopt the amended document, if you 
agree, in the light of these ideas. 


Report on Party Finances 


PM151343 [Editoria: Report] Paris L'HUMANITE in French 6 February 1982 carries on page 10 
the 2,400-word apparent text of the report of the PCF Central Financial Control Commission 
elected at the 230 PCF Congress which was presented to the 24th PCF Congress by Armand 
Guillermot. Guillemot examines the party's accounts for 1979, 1980 and 1981 and the effort 
which needs to be made in the financial sphere in 1982. The report is accompanied by «a 
table giving the PCF Central Committee's accounts for 1979, 1980 and 1981. 


MARCHAIS ADDRESSES BANQUET FOR CONGRESS GUESTS 





PM161145 Paris L*HUMANITE in French 9 Feb 62 p 3 


[Unattributed report on speech by PCF Secretary General Georges Marchais at a banquet for 
foreign delegations to the 24th PCF Congress in Vitry on 8 February: “Solidarity With the 
Revolutionary and Progressive Forces Throughout the World”] 


[Text] The following is the text of the speech delivered by Georges Marchais: 


"Dear friends and comrades, it is with great joy that the Politburo and I welcome you 

to this fraternal meal. I warmly thank you for coming in such great numbers. Never before 
has one of our party congresses welcomed so many delegsiions from communist parties, national 
and democratic movements and socialist parties. This illustrates the powerful advance of the 
revolutionary and progressive movement which characterizes our times. Permit me also to 
regard your presence as the sign of the interest you show in our battle. 


“Our 24th congress is over. I hope that its work will have given you a better understanding 
of the situation in our country — a situation which is unprecedented in many respects — 
and a better understanding of our party's objectives and the conditions governing its 
action.” 








53 


t this polmt Georges Marchais departed from his text and recounted that a delegate from 
2 traterm! party bad told hie: “I was surprised. I thought the congress vould be 
difficult and the discussion ficrce.” Ceorges Marchais replied to hia: “You should 
read L°HIMANITE every day. That is the best way of knowing and understanding vhat is 


happening in France.” 


“I would also like to thank you,” he continued, “for the ware vords vith which vou 

Efeeted owe congress at the 31 intermational «vening be ld last Friday. Those evenings 
enabled you to address thowsands of communists and democrats throughout the country. 

You were able to gauge bow dear th French Communists bold this question of internat ionalist 
solidarity and to what «xtenmt It permeates all their activity and policies. 


“Indeed the fact Is that owr national battl« for the Fremch brand of socialise which w 
want is inseparable from its international environment. The resolution we adopted and 
the report I submitted to the congress stressed that although owr battle for the socialist 
transformation of society is primarily a reply to the practical problemas facing our people 
and owr country, our strat«gy is also based om the situation In the contemporary vorld, 
on the change in the balance of forces in favor of independence, peace and socialian. 


“S,.lidarity with the revolutionary and progressive forces throughout the world, the 

ett wgle for peace and dlearmament -- which imperialiem’s attitude now requires ws to 
step wp -- action for ff«« ¢éem and democracy and for a new international order are integral 
parts of the French communists’ class struggl«. They are all dimensions of the new 
internationaliem, in keeping with owr times, to which we Intend to continwe devoting the 
ereatest of effort in the future. For we know that however diff«rent owr conditions of 
etruggle are in owr different coun'rles, however diverse the solutions we are proposing 
to our peoples, we are a1] engaged in the same fight and faced with the same enemy: 
imperialiem. We want to help achieve progress in this common battle to ensure that this 
world, which is moving in the right direction, changes even more and even more quickly. 


“Allow m to express @y comviction that these days spent in France will have made it 
possible to further strenmethen the tles which wnite ws and to promote our cooperation 
in tutual respect, independence and fraternity. 


“By your presence at owr congress in such large numbers you have contributed to its 
success and its influemce. I warmly thank you for it on behalf of our party's Politburo 
and on behalf of the 710,000 french communists. I convey to you personally and ask you 
to pass om to your reepective Central Committees and leaderships our vishes for full 
success in your struggles and the solidarity and friendship of the French communists. 


"I ask you all te raise your glasses with me to international solidarity, peace and 
socialien.” 


DELBCATE ANALYZES PATH OF CHINESE SOCIAL IS" 





WAO11201 Paris L'MUMANITE in French 6 Feb 62 p 11 


[Text}) Alain Roux (Seine-Saint-Denis) analyzed the path of socialism in China. At the 
outset, he moted the leportance of the victory the 1949 Chinese revolution represented, 
and went om to explain that the subsequent achievements by the Chinese people are 
comsiderable. 


He said: “That country has succeeded in rising from the threshold of absolute poverty 
and is feeding a billion human beings.” Comparison with India, which is not socialist, 
comeiderably favors Chima. We said he considers that Georges Marchais’ description of 
the eoctalist cowntries -- “They have achieved results and even succeeded in some break- 
throughs” -- applies “perfectly to China.” 


However, there are som ehedows and setbacks. China lost a great deal of time during 
the “Great Leap forward” and the “Cultural Revolution.” 
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He cited the Chinese Communist Party's recent positions in condemning a number of past 
shortcomings. Today the Chinese revolution, which “had been on its head, is now again 
advancing on its feet." This development is due in large part “to those who, despite 
repression, strived for an innovative socialism and against dogmatism." Finally, he 
expressed hope that the “four orientations” program currently underway in China will be 
accompanied by a development of democracy. 


Alain Roux then wished “complete success to the Party and Chinese people in building a 
socialism with Chinese colors." 


GREMETZ WELCOMES FOREIGN DELEGATES TO CONGRESS 
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[Text] At the end of the first day the congress greeted the fraternal delegations from 
five continents. Maxime Gremetz spoke as follows: 


Never in the history of our party have the congress proceedings been witnessed by so many 
fraternal delegations. 


On behalf of the party leadership, on your behalf, and on behalf of all French communists, 
I welcome to our 24th Congress the 112 delegations of communist parties, national and 
democratic movements, and socialist parties here wong us today. 


Welcome to you all, who come from five continents and reflect the remarkable revolutionary 
progress which marks our era. 


Welcome to you socialist party representatives who are participating in our congress 
for the first time! 


The impressive number of your delegations and the quality of your representatives demon- 
strate your strong interest in our struggle in the new situation prevailing in France. 

They also demonstrate the scope and vitality of the existing and developing relations 
between our party and people and the whole revolutionary and progressive movement worldwide. 


Your presence is living and concrete evidence of the power and strengthening of this 
movement and of its great diversity. 


A number of parties or movements present among us represent peoples who are building 
socialisn. 


Others, having led their people's struggle for liberation from domination and oppression, 
are today working toward this objective. 


Others are leading national and social liberation struggles in their countries. 


Still others are struggling within the developed capitalist countries for social progress, 
denocracy and socialisn. 


So many delegates, and so many different situations, conditions, and forms of struggle on 
various continents! 


It is this diversity that characterizes the experience of countries and parties building 
socialism today. Each in its own way and at its own pace. 


How far this is from the drab, uniform, and often apocalyptic image which the multifarious 
campaigns to denigrate socialism attempt to give to these countries! 


From the USSR to Vietnam, Cuba to Hungary, and Yugoslavia to China, now societies, freed 
from exploitation, are developing. 


This is a corplex and contradictory process, and does not proceed without mistakes either; 
we know that. 
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But we also know that the econcmic, social, cultural and democratic progress which socialisr 
has now and henceforth made possible is a very concrete reality. 


We likewise recognize the decisive role wiich countries building socialism are playing in 
the struggle for peace, disarmament, and international cooperation. 


We also assess the experiments undertaken by other parties and the mcvements in power in 
countries which have shaken off the domination and oppression of the forces of the past 
and have engaged in the task of building a new society. 


In the period since our last congress, this has been true, for example, of Nicaragua. I 
greet its representatives present here. 


Comrade representatives of all these countries, on your return to your parties, movements, 
and peoples, convey to them the fraternal greeting and sincere wishes for success of the 
French communists! 


There is diversity of circumstances also for the communist parties of capitalist countries, 
struggling on our continent and all others; they are likewise broadly represented at our 
congress. 


They are in the front line of the important struggles against austerity, unemployment, and 
all the pernicious effects of the crisis which continues to rage in the old capitalist world. 


Others are still compelled to wage a clandestine struggle, and face fierce repression. 


Allow me to give a special greeting here to the Turkish Communist Party, which is con- 
fronting a bloody dictatorship, and to reaffirm our solidarity with all democrats, trade 
unionists, and torture victims and those facing execution! 


From this rostrum, I want to give a warm greeting to all the representatives of communist 
parties in capitalist countries, and to tell them how much we want to develop further 
with them common action on the major issues of common interest. 


In this revolutionary advance, the national liberation movement has also continued developing. 
A number of nations have won their independence; Zimbabwe, for example. 


Others, to whom this right is still refused, have made progress in their struggle and in 
their achievement of international recognition. 


I am thus very happy to salute the presence here today of representatives of a number of 
national movements, including the PLO, the Polisario Front, SYAPO of Namibia, and the 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front of El Salvador. 


In a number of developing countries in Asia, Latin America, and Africa, social struggles 
are developing against poverty, illiteracy, hunger, national or international bourgeois 
exploitation and for dignity. 


In all these countries is the growing demand for the right to economic and political 
sovereignty, and establishment of a new world economic order. 


The solution to this problem is without a doubt one of the keys to mankind's future in 
the next few years. 


Comrades and friends, you can assess, and will assess throughout your stay, the inter- 
nationalism and the active solidarity which permeate the entire activity of the French 


Communists. 


You will also be able to sense this dimension in the life of our party at the meetings 
Friday evening in the 31 French towns where you will speak. 








This solidarity rests basically on this profound reality: However varied and different the 
conditions under which we each st~uggle, we have a single enemy, a common enemy: imper- 
ialism and its policy of oppression, exploitation, and crushing of peoples. 


Our cause is also a common cause because we are striving for social progress, democracy, 
peace, national independence and socialisn. 


At this time, when imperialism in crisis is trying to regain military superiority and 
counter the surge of the revolutionary forces, we can understand how much solidarity in 
the struggle of these forces is necessary for further progress. 


You comrades who come from the four corners of the world, be assured that each step forward 
and each success you achieve in your struggle constitutes important support to the struggle 
of the French working class and people! 


On the other hand, we are aware that our highest international duty and the greatest contri- 
bution we French communists can make to the common struggle of the peoples is to carry out 
our struggle successfuliy for socialism in France. 


Comrades and friends, we also share a number of important interests, for whose success our 
various national struggles cooperate. 


Our national struggle is advancing along with our international solidarity. 


This is why the French communists attach a high value to developing cooperation and joint 
action among all revolutionary forces in the struggle for disarmament, peace, and the new 
international order. 


Comrades and friends, looking at your gallery and seeing so many of you, in such diversity, 
yet united in this great demonstration of solidarity, our congress, we can only be encouraged 
in our determination to contribute effectively to the establishment of a new internationalism 
appropriate to the world of today and commensurate with the great surge which you represent. 


I thank you very warmly for being here with us. I thank you sincerely for this evidence 
of your interest and solidarity, and I wish you, dear comrades and friends, great success 
in these struggles and achievement of these objectives. 


Long live the joint struggle of workers throughout the world against imperialism, and for 
independence, democracy, socialism, disarmament and peace! 


Long live friendship and solidarity among peoples! 


CLOSING SPEECH BY MARCHAIS TO CONGRESS SESSION 
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[Closing speech at PCF congress by GeorgesMarchais: "The Socialism We Seek"] 

[Text] Comrades, here we are at the end of our 24th Congress. 

It was a congress that reflected the world of labor, in which workers, technicians, 
employees, engineers, peasants, teachers, and scientists exchanged and shared their exper- 


iences and their hopes. 


It was a congress that reflected growing forces, and in which women and young people were 
present in higher proportion than in the past. 


It was a congress that reflected the needs and aspirations of today's France, in which the 
delegates sustained and concluded a 4-month debate, one of the most lively, profound, 
and free in tone that we have ever known. 
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In brief, it was a congress that reflected the party we are: the party of women and men 
workers, manual labor and intellectuals, the party of the people, of the nation, the 
revolutionary party of the France of our time. 


International Solidarity 


First I want to thank again, on your behalf, the 112 delegations of communist parties, 
national and democratic movements, and socialist parties which paid us the honor and 
friendship of attending our proceedings. 


When we look at the gallery containing our comrades, friends, and brothers from five 
continents, we can say truly that the time is past when the worldmap had large red, 
yellow, or green shaded areas showing the subjected peoples, the colonial empires. The 
world has changed, it is changing, and will change even more, and our action is a part of 
this unprecedented liberating transformation. 


Dear comrades and friends, the day before yesterday in 31 French towns you were able to 
confirm the warmth of the French communists’ internationalist feelings. I reaffirm to 

you our determination to develop our solidarity on a worldwide scale, and without exception, 
with all the forces struggling against imperialism, neocolonialism, and racism, and for 
peace and disarmament, justice, liberty and democracy, and socialism. 


Twenty-fourth Congress Resumes, Extends, and Amplifies the 22d and 23d 
Comrades, we are living at an important juncture in the history of our party. 


In 6 years -- from 1976 to date -- we have held three congresses. We perceive more clearly 
today that they form a whole. The 24th Congress now ending resumes, extends, and amplifies 
the 22d and 23d. 


We have, indeed, a crucial problem to resolve: to bring ourselves up-to-date by developing 
a strategy appropriate to the France of our time. 


In complex, harsh, and changing circumstances, and at the price of a joint striving for 
lucidity, reflection and questioning, we have succeeded in understanding in a more thorough, 
realistic way the society in which we live, the world within which it evolves, and the 
prospects which we can make possible. 


Our adversaries would rather we did not have the courage to delve more profoundly into the 
causes of the situation in which we find ourselves. They would prefer that we remained 
captive of an unadapted approach. In that case we would not be in a position to carry out 
our responsibilities fully toward the workers, the people and the nation. 


As the opening report revealed, the mutations in French society, the crisis affecting 
it today, and the possibilities and aspirations emerging in it, all call for a change in 
society. All this makes socialism the order of the day in France. 


To this need, our party replies with full clarity: “The socialist society we want is here. 


This society is justice. It means full employment, sufficient purchasing power for everyone, 
work involving more skill and responsibility, and equal opportunities for everyone to take 
care of, educate and cultivate himself. 


This society is a new growth. That means the economy in the service of man, and not vice 
versa. 


This society is liberty, which means all the liberties won over a thousand years of French 
history applied to benefit each man and woman, and new liberties, ne. rights, democracy 
and self-management. 


This society is peace. This means an independent French policy of disarmament, security 
and cooperation. 
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This is French socialisn. 


In moving toward this original socialism, we want to follow an original path. It is a 
democratic path in struggle and meetings: resolute struggle against the forces of capital, 
and democratic majority meetings to achieve the transforming objectives, responsive always 
to the will and the potential of the popular movement. 


Today we orient all our activity to this philosophy. 


On 10 May the majority of French men and women expressed their desire for a change. Our 
attitude has been clear: just as we contributed to the victory, we have resolved to commit 
all our efforts to carrying out the new policy called for by the vote. This is the meaning 
of the agreements we made with the Socialist Party and of the participation of communist 
ministers in the goverment. 


Since then, a number of months have passed. Positive measures have been taken. Important 
reforms have been approved or are in preparation. Certainly we have not solved all the 
problems. But one can say, I believe, that the government and the majority are in the 
right track. They have not done badly. 


The Right Wants To Promote Division; It Will Be Disappointed 


The opposing forces, on the other hand, are doing everything possible to slow down, divert, 
even halt the new policy. And they are making every effort to divide the majority. 


Listen to these opponents of change spouting daily their litany about the disagreements and 
divergences between socialists and communists. As if they wanted electricity in the air! 
They only dream of wounds and bruises, of pain and laceration. 


Well, the right shouldé stop nourishing these illusions! 


The Socialist Party and the Communist Party are different? What a great discovery! 

Gentlemen, have you forgotten that this is a pluralist majority? Each of the member parties 
intends to maintain and express its originality. What could be more natural and more fitting? 
This does not mean we have any less cooperation and cohesion. It was, indeed, on these 

bases that we made our agreements in June. What matters, what is essential, is that we 

work together for the common objectives the country expects to have achieved. This is 

exactly what social‘st and communists have been doing for the past few months. 


We are aware of the stakes and the responsibilities we have chosen to assume. Nothing will 
make us change our course. Coolly we will foil the schemes and traps. We will not fall 
into any trap. We will continue to play our part, with everything that implies,in creating 
the changes desired by French men and women. 


In All Areas, Playing the Role of Builders 


It is as builders that the communist ministers plan to carry out their work within the 
government. 


It is as builders that the communist denuties and senators intend to continue making their 
contribution to the majority. 


It is as builders that, everywhere in the country -- in factory, city, district or village, 
communists are helping working men and women of all circumstances in their struggle to 
overcome the resisting forces and participate with a spirit of initiative in sustaining, 
implementing and spreading the new policy. 


In regard to the necessity of involvement of the workers and young people themselves, I 
need cite only as proof the example of the 39 hours. This was indeed a positive decision 
which management tried to transform into a negative measure by taking advantage of it, to 
threaten benefits already gained and to worsen the wage-earners’ situation. The solution 
to a problem of this nature should come about, obviously, through the initiative of those 
affected. 
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Such is the constructive and unifying attitude in which we want to carry out, ever better, 
our activity at each level. I repeat: We are doing this in response to the hopes of 
French men and women; we are doing it out of respect for commitments. 


We have only one goal: To best serve the interests of the workers and the country by 
helping to solve their problems. We know of only one method: Bringing together the 
largest number of people, on the basis of their common interests, to work for concrete 
objectives which are defined and achievable together. 


This is a long-term action. No a priori limits must be permitted on our people‘s road to 
progress. 


Party in the Government 


Comrades, we are committing all our forces to this action. It will require great efforts 
from us. 


Efforts to be present and active on all levels, in all areas, with a spirit of initiative, 
intelligence and imagination. 


Efforts to get rid of impatience and to move forward with tenacity and perseverance on the 
long road before us. 


Efforts to display, as our congress itself has done, a higher spirit of responsibility. 
Yes, comrades, each communist -- wherever he is, in his factory, district or village cell 
or in the Central Committee -- must know how to speak and behave as a member of a party 
in the majority, a party in the government which shares the hopes of French men and women. 
The people are watching us at this task. They judge us and will judge us on the basis of 
our actions, our behavior in all circumstances. 

Younger Than Ever 

We have the means to succeed in these efforts. 

The 24th Congress proves that our party is a great force. It demonstrates the party's 
vigor and vitality. It is a party of more than 700,000 men, women and young people united 
in their diversity, in their resolute will to advance on the road of the future. 


We must increase this force even more. We must do everything so that French men and women 
will finally see us as we really are. It is a difficult but inspiring task. 


Finally, comrades, I address myself to every member, man and woman, without exception, of 
our party: Let us work, all work with enthusiasm and confidence. Experience has tempered 
our party but it has emerged younger than ever. 

Long live the 24th French Communist Party Congress! 

Long live internationalist solidarity! 

Long live justice and liberty! Long live French-style socialism. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE, POLITBURO, SECRETARIAT VOTING 
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[Excerpts] Central Commit :ee: 


Gaston Plissonnier announced the results of the vote. Of 2,006 delegates participating in 
the congress, 18 had to be absent for various and justified reasons. Number of votes 1,985. 
There were two blank votes and one invalid. Absolute majority was 993 votes. The candidates 
received votes as follows: 








Renominated Central Committee Members: 


Sylviane Ainardi (1,984); Gerard Alezard (1,985); Yvonne Allegret (1,985); Robert Allione 
(1,985); Edmond Amiable (1,985); Alain Amicabile (1,985); Rene Andrieu (1,984); Gustave 
Ansart (1,985); Louis Aragon (1,789); Remy Auchede (1,985). 


Louis Baillot (1,984); Myriam Barbera (1,985); Jean Barriere (1,985); Auguste Bechler 
(1,985); Mireille Bertrand (1,985); Guy Besse (1,983); Claude Billard (1,985); Martine 
Blanco (1,979); Pierre Blotin (1,985); Paul Boccara (1,985); Alain Bocquet (1,985); 
Jacqueline Boyer (1,985); Daniel Brunel (1,985); Marc Bruyere (1,985); Arthur Buchmann 
(1,985); Jean Burles (1,985). 


Charles Caressa (1,985); Antoine Casanova (1,985); Jean-Michel Catala (1,982); Jacques 
Chambaz (1,983); Jean Colpin (1,985); Claude Compeyron (1,984); Helene Constans (1,985); 
Colette Coulon (1,983). 


Felix Damette (1,985); Albert Debosschere (1,985); Danielle Demarch (1,985); Jacques Denis 
(1,985); Jean-Charles Dubart (1,985); Michel Duffour (1,985). 


Etienne Fajon (1,979); Roland Favaro (1,985); Charles Fiterman (1,983); Nelly Foissac 
(1,985); Paulette Fost (1,984); Georges Frischmann (1,985); Paul Fromonteil (1,984). 


Jean Garcia (1,982); Jean-Francois Gau (1,985); Jean-Claude Gayssot (1,984); Jacqueline 
Gelly (1,985); Andre Gerin (1,985); Georges Gosnat (1,983); Marie-Theresa Goutmann (1,985); 
Maxime Gremetz (1,982); Raymond Guyot (1,980). 


Aime Halbeher (1,985); Guy Hermier (1,983); Philippe Herzog (1,985); Therese Hirszberg 
(1,976); Francois Hilsum (1,985); Jackie Hoffmann (1,985). 


Jeanine Jambu (1,985); Raymond Jeanne (1,985); Pierrette Joachim (1,982): Pierre Juquin 
(1,981). 


Jean-Pierre Kahane (1,985); Henri Krasucki (1,984). 


Andre Lajoinie (1,985); Georges Lanoue (1,985); Jacky Laplume (1,985); Julien Laupretre 
(1,985); Paul Laurent (1,982); Francette Lazard (1,985); Georges Lazzarino (1,985); Roger 
Leclerc (1,985); Jean-Claude Lefort (1,984); Andree Lefrere (1,985); Rene Le Guen (1,985); 
Anicet Le Pors (1,985); Louis Leroux (1,985); Roland Leroy (1,982); Claude Llabres (1,981); 
Rene Lomet (1,985). 


Jean-Paul Magnon (1,985); Henri Malberg (1,984); Jean Malvasio (1,985); Georges Marchais 
(1,983); Catherine Margate (1,985); Henri Martin (1,984); Claude Mazauric (1,983); Joe 
Metzger (1,984); Jean-Francois Meyer (1,985); Jacques Milhau (1,985); Daniel Monteux 
(1,985); Gisele Moreaux (1,985). 


Rolande Perlican (1,984); Annie Perronnmet (1,985); Rene Piquet (1,982); Gaston Plissonnier 
(1,984); Henriette Poirier (1,985); Jeanine Porte (1,984); Claude Poperen (1,985); Guy 
Poussy (1,981). 


Jack Ralite (1,984); Marcel Rigout (1,984); Paul Rochas (1,985); Henri Rol-Tanguy (1,985); 
Marcel Rosette (1,985); Jacques Roux (1,985); Yves Roy (1,985). 


Andre Sainjeon (1,984); Joseph Sanguedolce (1,985); Michele Saurel (1,985); Georges Seguy 
(1,985); Lucien Seve (1,985); Pierre Sotura (1,985); Gerard Streiff (1,985). 


Yvan Tricart (1,985); Marcel Trigon (1,985). 


Marie-Claude Vaillant-Couturier (1,985); Georges Valbon (1,985); Maurice Verdier (1,985); 
Louis Viannet (1,985); Yann Viens (1,985); Andre Vieuguet (1,985); Madeleine Vincent 
(1,983); Josiane Voyant (1,985). 


Miche] Warcholak (1,985); David Wizemberg (1,985); Francis Wurtz (1,985). 


Marcel Zaidner (1,985); Pierre Zarka (1,985). 
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New Members Nominated For Central Committee: 

Francois Asensi (1,985); Danielle Bletrach (1,977); Daniel Boulay (1,985); Claude Cabanes 
(1,984); Paul Crespin (1,985); Michel Dauba (1,985); Daniel Lacroix (1,985); Roger Martelli 
(1,985); Alain Obadia (1,985); Jean-Pierre Page (1,985); Claude Pondemer (1,985); Marc 
Zamichli (1,985). 

New Members of the Central Committee: 


Francois Asensi, 36, draftsman, joined 1964, deputy, first secretary of Seine-Saint-Denis 
federation. 


Danielle Bletrach, 43, junior lecturer, joined 1956, member of the Bouches-du-Rone 
federal committee, assistant chief editor of REVOLUTION. 


Daniel Boulay, 35, employee, joined 1965, first secretary of Sarthe federation. 

Claude Cabanes, 45, journalist for L*HUMANITE, joined 1962, Paris fcderation. 

Paul Crespon, 40, worker, joined 1962, first secretary of Allier federation. 

Michel Dauba, 40, industrial designer, joined 1969, member of Val d'Oise federal bureau. 
Daniel Lacroix, 31, worker, joined 1974, first secretary of Renault-Billancour: branch. 
Roger Martelli, 31, history teacher, joined 1969, member of Essonne federal committee. 


Alain Obadia, 32, Independent Parisian Transport System official, joined 1970, 
Seine-Saint-Denis federation. 


Jean-Pierre Page, 35, sales representative, joined 1965, member of Val-de-Marne federal 
bureau. 


Claude Pondemer, 39, production technician, joined 1964, first secretary of Yvelines 
federation. 


Marc Zamichei, [as published] 33, administrative officer, joined 1967, member of Politburo 
Meurthe-et-Moselle-Nord federal committee. 


In its first meeting, which has been held, the Central Committee elected the Poli 
and the Central Committee Secretariat. 


Politburo: 

Ree lected: 

Gustav Ansart, Mireille Bertrand, Jean Colpin, Charles Fiterman, Maxime Gremetz, Guy 
Hermier, Philippe Herzog, Pierre Juquin, Henri Krasucki, Andre Lajoinie, Paul Laurent, 


Francette Lazard, Rene Leguen, Roland Leroy, Georges Marchais, Gisele Moreau, Rene Picquet, 
Gaston Plissonnier, Claude Poperen, Madeleine Vincent. 


Two new comrades elected: 


Jean-Claude Gayssot, 37, joined the party in 1963 at Beziers, professional worker for 
French National Railroads,has had various responsibilities: 


--After serving as secretary of his railway union, then as secretary of the CCT depart- 
mental union for Lozere and subsequently for Gard, he moved onto national trade union 


responsibilities. 








62 
—-He has also been consecutively secretary of Saint-Flour (Cantal) cell; secretary of 
Marvejol (LoZere) branch; and member of Gard federal bureau in 1972. 
—Our comrade was elected to the Party Central Committee in 197°. 
For 5 years, he has been an official of the Central Committee economic section. 


Thus, as is evident, Jean-Claude Gayssot has exercised responsibility at all levels and 
is certainly experienced. 


Louis Viannet was the second comrade elected. Ye is 48, joined the party in 1953, an 
employee of PTT, has had assumed various trade union responsibilities for postal workers, 
including: 


~-Departmental secretary of the PTT union of Rhone, then regional secretary for Rhone- 
Alpes, and later secretary general of the PTT-CCT Federation; 


--Member of Rhone federal comm‘ttee in 1967, he was elected to the Party Central Committee 
in 1976. 


Our comrade thus has wide experience in the labor sovement. 


Like all the other decisions taken at the meeting, the election of the Political Bureau 
members by the Central Committee members was unanimous. 


The congress will have noted that our comrade Georges Seguy was not reelected to the 
Political Bureau. It is at his own request that he has left this party leadership organ, 
for personal reasons which he has already explained. 

The Secretariat was elected by the Central Committee in accordance with party statutes. 
Comrade Georges Marchais was reelected party secretary general. 

The Central Committee elected its other secretaries: 


Charles Fiterman, Maxime GCremetz, Andre Lajoinie, Paul Laurent, Gisele Moreau and Gaston 
Plissonnier. 


As you will note, Andre Lajoinie, member of the Central Committee since 1973, Politburo 
member in 1976, and chairman of the Communist group in the National Assembly, joins the 
Central Committee Secretariat for the first time. We congratulate him on this promotion. 


Central Financial Control Commission: 


The Central Committee elected Armand Guillemot chairman of the Central Financial Control 
Commission. 


The commission is one of the important party management organs. Its role is to control 
finances and to jJead financial debates. The commission members are full participants in 
Central Committee activity. 


Central Political Control Commission: 


Further information on the Central Committee decisions: 


It appointed under it the Central Political Control Commission with members Gustave Ansart, 
who will also be chairman, Arthur Buchmann, Aime Halbeher, Colette Coulon, Roland Favaro, 

Georges Lazzarino, Claude Llabres and Jean-Paul Magnon. The assignment of tasks among the 
party leadership organs will as usual be decided after the congress and be announced then. 
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Comrades, this latest information on election of the party leadersaip concludes the second 
item on the congress agenda. 


In the new Central Committee, which is composed, like its predecessor of 145 members, 
plus 5 members of the Central Financial Control Committee, 66.1 percent are workers, 
production technicians, and employees. Intellectuals of various disciplines total 

30.6 percent, and peasants 3.3 percent. The number of women is unchanged at 31 percent. 


The composition of the Central Committee continues, as before, to give priority to the 
working class, with due recognition to other social categories. We should point out 
also that the mix of generations of communists has been maintained. 


LIST OF FOREICN DELECATIONS ATTENDING CONCRESS 
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[Text] A total of 112 foreign delegations arrived in Paris to participate in the 24th 
Congress of the PCF. 


Afghanistan People’s Democrati: ~ tv, led by Mahmoud Baryalai, alternate member of the 
Politburo, secretary of the Ce:.ial Committee. 

ANC of South Africa, represented by Mnumzana Neo. 

Algerian National Liberation Frent, led by Sliman Hoffman, member of the Central Committee. 
German Communist Party (DKP), led by Werner Cieslak, member of tne Politburo. 

Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED), led by Kurt Hager, member of the Politburo, 
secretary of the Central Committee. 

MPLA-Labor Party of Angola, led by Henrique de Carvalho, member of the Politburo, party 
secretary, deputy. 

Argentine Communist Party, led by Hector Agosti, member of the Politburo. 

Communist Party of Australia, led by Mavis Robertson, member of the Executive Committee. 
Austrian Communist Party, led by Erwin Scharf, secretary of the Central Committee. 
Bahrain National Liberation Front, led by Aziz Ahmad Mudhawi, Executive Committee nember. 
Belgian Communist Party, led by Claude Renard, vice president. 

Benin People's Revolutionary Party, led by Guirigidsou Gado, Political Bureau member. 
Unified Socialist Party of West Berlin, led by Hari Flichtbell, Central Committee secretary. 
Bolivian Communist Party, led by Simon Reyes, Political Bureau member. 

Brazilian Communist Party, led by Armanio Guedes, Central Committee member. 

Bulgarian Communist Party, led by Ognyan Doynov, Politburo member, Central Committee 
secretary. 

People's Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea, led by Hun Sen, Politburo member, minister 
of foreign affairs. 

Canadian Communist Party, led by John Phillips, Central Committee member. 

Africaa Party for the Independence of Cape Verde, led by Carlos dos Reis, National Council 
secretary. 

Ubangi Patriotic Front, Central African Labor Party, led by Mignondot. 

Communist Party of Chile, led by Luis Corvalan, secretary general. 

Chilean Socialist Party, led by Hernan del Canton Riquelme, Central Committee secretary. 
Chinese Communist Party, led by Yao Guang, PRC ambassador to France. 

Restorative Party of the Working People of Cyprus, led by Michael Olympios, Central 
Committee member. 

Colombian Communist Party, led by Paul Valbuena, Central Committee member. 

Comoros National United Front, led by Omar Ben Hamidou, Front coordinator. 

Congolese Labor Party, led by Pierre Nze, Politburo member, minister of foreign affairs. 
Korean Workers Party, led by KimYong-sun, Central Committee member. 

Communist Party of Cuba, led by Julio Camacho Aguilera, Politburo member. 

Communist Party of Denmark, led by Freddy Madsen, Politburo member. 

Dominican People's Independence Committee, led by Rosie Douglas, secretary general. 
Dowinican Communist Party, led by Arsenio Hernandez, Party secretary. 

Egyptian Communist Party, led by Yussuf Darwish, Central Committee member. 

National Progressive Unionist Party of Egypt, led by Lutfi al-Khuli, member of the 
Central Secretariat. 

Ecuadorian Ccmunist Party, led by Jose Solis Castro, Politburo member. 








Spanish Communist Party, led by Simon Sanchez Montero, Politburo mmber and Central 
Committee secretary. 

United States Communist Party, led by James West, Politburo member. 

Organizational Committee of the Ethiopian Workers Party, led by Cirma Neway, Central 
Committee member. 

Finnish Communist Party, led by Erkki Kauppila, Politburo member. 

Communist Party of Great Britain, led by Gerry Cohen, Executive Committee member. 
Communist Party of Greece, led by Crigoris Farakos, Politburo member. 

Panhellenic Socialist Movement, led by Dimitris Rapakoulias. 

Grenada New Jewel Movement, represented by Peter David. 

Guadeloupe Communist Party, led by Guy Daninthe, secretary general. 

Democratic Party of Guinea, led by Damatang Clamara, president of the National People's 
Assembly. 

African Party for the Independence of Cuinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, led by Mario Cabral, 
Central Committee Secretary, minister of national education. 

Guyana People’s Progressive Party, led by Clement Ronee, Central Committee member. 
Unified Party of Haitian Communists, led by Max Bourjolly, Central Committee secretary. 
Hungarian Socialist Workers Party, led by Mihaly Korom, Politburo member, Central 
Committee secretary. 

Iraqi Communist Party, led by Zaki Khayri, Politburo member. 

Tudeh Party of Iran, a representative. 

Communist Party of Ireland, led by Eoin O Murchu. 

Communist Party of Israel, led by Samih al-Kassem, Central Cosuittee member. 

Italian Communist Party, led by Adalberto Minucci, member of the leadership and the 
secretariat. 

Japan Communist Party, led by Tomio Nishizawa, vice chairman of the Presidium of the 
Central Committee. 

Jordanian Communist Party, led by Naim Ashab, Politburo member. 

Lao People's Revolutionary Party, led by Phoumi Vongvichit, Politburo sember, deputy 
prime minister. 

Lebanese Communist Party, led by Khalil ad-Dibs, Politburo, Central Committee secretary. 
Lebanese Progressive Socialist Party, led by Dr Fuad Chanine, Politburo member. 
Lebanese National Movement, led by Albert Mansour, vice president. 

General People's Congress of Libya, represented by Azziz Buhedma. 

Communist Party of Luxembourg, led by Alois Bisdorf, Politburo maber, deputy. 

National Front for the Defense of the Malagasy Socialist Revolution, led by Arsene 
Ratsifera, member of the Supreme Revolution Council and member of the Politburo of the 
AKFM [Congress Party for Malagasy Independence], and including Jean Bemananjara, member 
of AREMA [Vanguard of the Malagasy Revolution], and Germain Rakotonirainy, member of 
the Politburo of the MFM [Militants for the Establishment of a Proletarian Regime]. 
Malian Party of Revolution and Democracy, a represéntative. 

Maltese Communist Party, led by Anthony Vassalo, secretary general. 

Moroccan Party of Progress and Socialism, led by Abdullah Layachi, Politburo member, 
Central Committee secretary. 

Moroccan Socialist Union of Popular Forces, led by Mohamed Lakhsassi, member of the 
exterior delegation. 

Martinique Communist Party, led by Marcel Manville, Politburo member. 

Mexican Unified Socialist Party, led by Enrique Semo, Politburo member. 

Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party, led by Demchigiyn Molomjamts, Politburo member, 
Central Committee secretary. 

Mozambique Liberation Front, led by Jorge Rebello, Politburo member, Central Comittee 
secretary. 

Namibia Liberation Movement, SWAPO, represented by Tuliameni Kalomoh. 

Sandinist National Liberation Front of Nicaragua, led by Carlos Carrion Cruz, national 
secretary. 

Nigerian Socialist Party of the Working People, led by Ibidapo Fatogun, secretary general. 
Norwegian Communist Party, led by Wahl Unnar, Politburo member, Central Committee secretary. 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman and the Arabian Gulf, led by Sa‘id Masud, in 
charge of foreign relations. 

Pakistan Communist Party, 4 representative. 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), led by Al-Muhsin Abu Mayzar, in charge of 
foreign relations. 

People's Party of Panama, led by Luther Thomas, secretary. 
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Paraguayan Communist Party, led by Ananias Amadela, Politburo member, Central Committee 
secretary. 

Netherlands Communist Party, led by Elli Izeboutd, vice president. 

Polish United Workers Party, led by Jozef Czyrek, Politburo member, Central Committee 
secretary, foreign affairs minister. 

Puerto Rican Socialist Party, led by Manuel F. Coss. 

Portuguese Communist Party, led by Fernando Blangui Teixeira, Politburo member and menber 
of the Central Committee secretariat. 

Reunion Communict Party, led by Cervais Barret, Politburo member. 

Romanian Communist Party, led by Petre Enache, alternate member of the Executive Political 
Committee, Central Committce secretary. 

Polisario Front, led by Mohamed Fadel Ali, Politburo member. 

Parabundo Marti National Liberation Front of El Salvador, represented by Roberto Armijo. 
Ei Salvador Commmist Party, Member of the FPMLN, led by Santiago Lopez, Politburo member. 
San Marino Communist Party, led by Ciuseppe Amici, member of the leadership and the 
secretariat. 

San Marino Socialist Party, led by Primo Ceci, member of the leadership. 

Senegalese Independence and Labor Party, led by Semeu Pathe Gueye. 

Sudanese Communist Party, led by Hemed Salem, in charge of the Economic Comission of 

the Central Committee. 

Left-Ving Communist Party of Sweden, led by Bo Hammar, Central Committee secreta:y. 

Swiss Libor Party, led by Armand Magnin, secretary general. 

Communist Party of Syria, led by Omar Sibai, Politburo member. 

Syrian Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, led by George Saddiqni, member of the National Command. 
Chad National Liberation Front, led by Dr Moussa Mokhtar, secretary general. 

Chad National Democratic Union, led by Oulona Tchombi Cetna, delegate general. 

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, led by Vasil Bilak, Presidium member, Central Committee 
secretary. 

East Timor Revolutionary Frort, led by Abilio Araujo, Central Committee member, minister 
of state. 

Tunisian Communist Party, led by Abdul Majid at-Turayki, Politburo member. 

Turkish Communist Party, a representative. 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, led by Konstantin Chernenko, Politburo member, 
Central Committee secretary. 

Communist Party of Uruguay, led by Rodney Arismendi, secretary general. 

Communist Party of Venezuela, led by Radames Larrazabal, Politburo member, Central 
Commitice secretary. 

Vietnam Communist Party, led by Nguyen Duy Trinh, Politburo member, Central Comittee 
secretary. 


National Democratic Front of the Yemen Arab Republic, led by Saif Quaed Abdelkaria, 
member of the national leadership. 

Yemen Socialist Party, led by Mohamed Suliman Nasser, Central Committee member. 

League of Communists of Yugoslavia, led by Dobroslav Culafic, secretary to the presidency. 


During his speech, Maxime GCremetz also welcomed tc the congress several other foreign 
friends who accepted the invitation to participate as guests. Finally, he reported 
that the congress had received messages from the South African Communist Party, the 
Bangladesh Communist Party, the Guatemalan Labor Party, the Communist Party of India, 
the Kuwait People’s Union, the Parti Quebecois, the El Salvador Front of People's 
Forces, the Seychelles Progressive Front and the British Labor Party. 


L'HUMANITE EXPLAINS PCF VIEW OF FRENCH SOCIALISM 
PM121417 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 4 Feb 82 p 1 





[Rene Andrieu editorial: “For the French, by the French”) 


[Text] If one were to believe our well-wishers among the press, the PCF Congress would 
be one of contradictions (LF FIGARO), ambiguities (LE MATIN), or even drift and inevitable 
decline, as LA CROLK and Europe I charitably maintain. 








It might be asked, as the question of contradictions has been raised, why representatives 
of the media devote so much tim, energy and sometimes aalevolint passion to 4 party that 
is supposed to play only 4 Sinor role in the country. Unless they have a penchant for 
futility. 


The truth is that it was enough to hear Georges Marchais’ report and the attentive wav the 
audience listened to it to understand that the PCF in no way reseables the caricature 
that certain clements are trying to present of it. 


The truth is that the day after the electoral reverse, which was followed -- by an apparent 
paradox -- by the entry into government of communist sinisters, our party, without any 
complaisance, set about secking the reasons for this situation. It did this not in order 
to push the responsibility for it onto the leaders vho preceded us, a8 our opponents 
insinuated, but with the desire to make up for lost time and to forge ahead with creating 
in our country socialism in France's colors, a democratic socialism by democratic means 
theme lves. 


This mew society will first and foremost be a society of justice, people will be conscious 
of what we are, conscious -- even if France today is no longer the France of “Les Miserables” 
or of “Germinal” and not a Third World country either, even if it has become a modern 
industrial country where consumption has doubled in 25 years -- that it is not, however, 

a wonderland but a country affected by the crisis, a country where sillions of workers 

live in modern poverty, and where half of its inhabitants never go on vacation or read books. 


This dream society, as we call it, will also be a society of freedom. The cry of “long 
live freedom” which has echoed through our history for centuries, we have always made 
our own, ever if for some of us it has meant sacrificing our lives. 


The congress also expressed its approval forcefully when Ceorges Marchais denounced the 
campaign relating to freedoms being waged daily against the communists by certain advocates 
who would do better to show more modesty: “What responsibility are you trying to make 

us shoulder for acts we have not committee’ We, French communists, from generation to 
generation, wherever we have found ourselves -- in assemblies or in factories, in govern- 
ment or in camps -- we have never wndermined freedom. Not all the parties in France 

can say as much. I reject your quite uwwarranted accusations.” 


We have all the more reason for rejecting them since socialism as we see it must be conceived 
in freedom and by freedom. We have pronounced ourselves unambiguously in favor of 
alteration and respect for wniversal suffrage, against a single party system, for trade 

union independence from every form of power, for individual and collective liberties, 

for cultural diversity and freedom of creation, and in favor of giving up the idea of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 


Although it is true that there was a historical period when the PCF believed in the 
existence of a “model,” it abandoned that idea a long time ago. For socialiom, as our 
party secretary general stressed, cannot be a socialism that is prefabricated «leewhere 
and then painted over in France's colors, it can only be a socialism that has been 
conceived and built in France, for the French and by the French themeclives. Socialiem 
the French way has to be forged owt of national reality, preciously preserving our 
historic legacy of freedoms, enriching it and giving it a new diminsion to suit our times. 


This soctaliem will be a humanist socialism or will not be at all. But it will not be 
born miraculously. In owr country it can only be achieved through the work of a majority 
grouping of the people and must be realized in a democratic way under the control of 
universal suffrage. But this way will be that of a fierce struggle between supporters 
and opponents of change. The distinctive features of this society make it possible to 
envisage the contours of a grouping of the people that would go much further than the 
political majorities that have hitherto existed. It is this grouping that we want to 
build through struggle and union. 
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